
Saint John the Evangelist 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

317 FIRST STREET •  DUNELLEN •  NEW JERSEY 08812  
 
Christmas 2022 
 

Dear St. John the Evangelist Parish Family, 

May the joy and peace that come with this Season be with you. It’s already the third week of 
Advent and Christmas is almost here. 

As Christians, Advent is a wonderful time to celebrate the reconciling love and the healing 
graces our Lord offers us. Please check the schedule of Masses and Sacraments between now 
through the Christmas Season. Invite your family members and close friends to come and cele-
brate with us.  

Please note the Sacrament of reconciliation on Saturday December 17 at 11:00 am to 12:00 
Noon and from 4:00 until 4:45 pm. Needless to mention, you know that I am also available 
any other time by appointment, and you know my number at which to reach me directly.  

I also welcome those who seek some peace and spiritual renewal to Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament which takes place in the Chapel on Thursday from 8:30 am until Benediction at 
4:00 pm. 

Thank you again for all that you do for St. John’s. We all look forward to a happy celebration 
of the anniversary of the birth of Our Lord and Savior. I wish you God’s blessings and Merry 
Christmas. 

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. Alphonsus Kariuki 
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WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE     

Saturday Vigil…..5:00 p.m.; Sunday…..8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., Noon (Spanish)   

Monday-Friday…8:00 a.m. (Chapel)     

Tuesday….7:00 p.m. (Spanish); Second Sunday of each month…3:30 (Kiswahili)   

Holydays…..8:00 a.m., Noon & 7:00 p.m. (Church)   

 

PARISH CENTER HOURS 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.; closed on Friday.  Evenings by appointment only 

Telephone: 732-968-2621; E-mail: stjev@verizon.net;  Web: www.stjohnsdunellen.org 

Office of Faith Formation: 732-968-2621, ext. 13; stjohnpcl@gmail.com 

For Pastoral Emergencies, please call: 732-685-1098 
 

PARISH REGISTRATION: All families and individuals within the canonical bound areas of St. John 
the Evangelist are invited to register by contacting the Parish Office. 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place on Thursday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the Chapel and on the first Friday of each month from 7:00 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
in the Church. You are invited to visit as your schedule permits. If you wish to be a regularly scheduled 
adorer, please contact the Parish Office. During Lent, Adoration takes place on Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m. in the Church. 

Sacrament of Baptism: The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on the First and Third Sunday of the 
month at 1:30 p.m. Baptisms will not be performed during Lent. An instructional Infant Baptism Class is 
required for parents having their child baptized and is recommended for godparents. For more 
information and to register for Pre-baptism class, please call the Parish Office. 

Sacrament of Marriage: Common Policy among the Dioceses in New Jersey recommends preparing 
for your wedding at least one year in advance. Please contact the Parish Office for more information. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available every Saturday from 
4:00-4:45 p.m. in the Reconciliation Room of the Church or by appointment. 

Sacrament of the Sick: Please contact the Parish Office if you are homebound and would like to 
receive Holy Communion. In the event of an emergency, please call 732-685-1098, day or night. 

Sponsor Eligibility: Godparents/Sponsor eligibility certificates are available for registered 
parishioners by calling the Parish Office. Godparents/Sponsors must be practicing Catholics who have 
received the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist and, if married, are in a marriage 
recognized by the Church. 
 

FAITH FORMATION 
Faith Formation is available for registered parish families with children in Grades 1-8. As the Primary 
Catechists of their children, parents are prepared and supported to lead their children in faith at home. 
Meetings are twice a month, one for parents only to prepare for monthly activity lessons and one for 
parents and children to grow in community. Sacramental reception years (2nd and 8th grade) have 
additional Sunday meetings to prepare for receiving First Reconciliation/Holy Communion and 
Confirmation. To register or for more information, please call the Office of Faith Formation. 
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
 

Saturdays of Advent: 
 December 10 - 4:00 to 4:45 pm 

December 17 - 11:00 am to Noon and 4:00 to 4:45 pm 
 
 
 

VIGIL OF THE NATIVITY ~ CHRISTMAS EVE 
4:00 PM 
6:00 PM 

12 Midnight 
  

 

NATIVITY OF THE LORD ~ CHRISTMAS DAY 
8:30 AM 
10:30 AM 

12 NOON – SPANISH MASS 
 

 

MASSES DURING THE CHRISTMAS SEASON 
 
 

Sunday, January 1, 2023 
MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 
Regular Mass Schedule   

 
 

Sunday, January 8, 2023 
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

Regular Mass Schedule 
 

  
Monday, January 9, 2023 
BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

After this feast we start the ordinary time of the year 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
 
 
 
 
Monday, December 12 

8:00 a.m.  George Weiss by the Weiss family 
       

Tuesday, December 13 
8:00 a.m.   Christina Kuok by Josephine Kuok 
7:00 p.m.   Andrew Au by Josephine Kuok 
    

    Wednesday, December 14 
8:00 a.m.  Kevin Quinn by his family 
   

Thursday, December 15 
8:00 a.m.  Andrew Au by Josephine Kuok 
      

Friday, December 16 
8:00 a.m.  Andrew Au by Josephine Kuok 
   

Saturday, December 17 
5:00 p.m.   Karan Bauer by Darrel & Nancy 
  

Sunday, December 18 
8:30 a.m.    Louis Steven Pizzigoni 
        by Martha & John Pizzigoni  
10:30 a.m.  Carroll Mills by Kim Wood and 
        Parishioners of St. John’s 
Noon            Laura Arbelaez cumpleañor 
        by familia 
 
 
 
 

Please pray for the sick members 
of our parish: 
     Louis Capozzi    
    Cathy Slootmaker 
    MaryAnn Briones 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Padrinos de Bautismo Y Confirmacion: 
La ley eclesiástica manda que los padrinos para 
el bautismo y confirmación, deben ser católicos 
confirmados y activos en la parroquia, o sea que 
asistan a la misa dominical, ayudan al 
mantenimiento de la Iglesia, este casado/y por la 
Iglesia; si es soltero/a no debe estar en unión 
libre. Debe vivir una vida de acuerdo con las 
enseñanzas de la Iglesia. Solo Podemos entregar 
cartas a parroquianos que viven de acuerdo con 
estas normas. 
 
Bautismos: 
Los Bautismos en español son celebrados en el 
segundo domingo del mes a la 1:15 PM. No se 
celebran bautismos durante la Cuaresma. Para 
hacer arreglos para los bautismos en español, 
comuníquese con la oficina parroquial. Si la 
secretaria no puede contestar en ese momento, 
le puede dejar un mensaje con su número de 
teléfono para llamarle luego. 
 
Formacion Religiosa–Catecismo: 
Si usted es nuevo en la parroquia y quiere 
inscribir a su niño/a en las clases de catecismo, 
por favor comuníquese con la oficina parroquial. 
 
RICA: 
Adultos que deseen convertirse a la religión 
católica o que necesiten recibir Primera 
Comunión y o Confirmación, deben ponerse en 
contacto con la oficina de la parroquia para el 
Rito de Iniciación Cristiana de adultos 
 
Matrimonios: 
Los arreglos para la fecha de casamiento se 
deben hacer un ano por anticipado, antes de 
hacer los arreglos sociales. Comuníquese con la 
oficina parroquial. 
 
Ministerio de Visitar a Los Enfermos: 
Comuníquese con la oficina parroquial. Si es una 
emergencia (en peligro de muerte) después de 
horas de oficina, llamar al número 732-685-
1098 
 
Confesiones en Espanol: 
El padre está dispuesto después de la misa 
dominical. Por favor, communiqués con él.  

Círculo de Oración: todos los jueves a las 
7:00 pm en la Iglesia. El último jueves del mes 
hay una Hora Santa a las 7:00pm. 
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Sacrificial Offerings 2022 

Sunday, December 4 
Regular Collection:   $3,712.61 
Online Giving:            $     634.50 
 
*The expense amount for this week was not 
available at time of publication. 
 
  

Online Giving 
Have you tried our new Parish online giving 
system?  There are three ways to give through 
Tithe.ly: 

*Through our website 
*through our Facebook page  
*using the Tithe.ly mobile giving App 

When giving Tithe.ly you can donate by 
credit/debit card or bank transfer.  You can also 
select "reoccurring gift" to automate your 
regular weekly offering so that it is donated 
automatically on a schedule that you choose.  As 
with any automated service there is a small 
transaction fee for the church. You have the 
option to select "cover the fee" to make this 
transaction fee a part of your tax deductible gift.  
If you need assistance setting up a gift or 
learning how to use Tithe.ly email 
stjohnpcl@gmail.com 
 

Give the Gift of Faith 
Churches are dependent upon the generosity of 
others to fulfill their mission of spreading the 
Good News as mandated by Christ on the day of 
his Ascension.  To perpetuate our church’s 
mission in our area, please consider putting St. 
John the Evangelist Church in your will.  
 
  

St. John Food Pantry 
Our Food Pantry is in need of the following: dry 
pasta, rice, cereal, canned tuna and chicken, 
low/no sugar canned fruit, no/low sodium 
canned vegetables and soups, tomato sauce and 
fruit juice.  *Please note: there is a particular 
need for gluten free products.*  Food donations 
support our parish food pantry, for our 
neighbors in need as well as FISH Food Pantry 
on New Market Road in Piscataway. Thank you 
for your continuous generosity. 
 

 
Second Collection for 

Retirement Fund for Religious 
The second collection this weekend, 
December 10/11, is for the Retirement 
Fund for Religious to support retired 
religious Sisters and Brothers of the United 
States. 

  
Christmas Memorials 

You are invited to make a 
memorial donation for the 
Christmas season.  Your 
donation will help provide 
flowers and decorations for 

the church. To participate you may pick up a 
form at the exits of the Church or simply 
write down your name, phone number, and 
the name of the person or persons you wish 
to memorialize and send it along with your 
payment to the Parish Center by Sunday, 
12/11. 

 

Christmas Giving Tree 
Program 

Gifts purchased for the 
Christmas Giving Tree program 
or donations of gift cards may 
be brought to the Parish Center or placed 
under the Giving Tree in Church by 
Sunday, 12/11. Blessings and thanks as we 
prepare for our Savior’s birth! 

Church Decorating for 
Christmas 

The Arts and Environment 
committee will be 
decorating for Christmas as 

follows: Saturday 12/17, 8AM-10:30AM 
- arranging and testing the lights on the tree 
out front; Saturday 12/24, 8AM-
11:30PM - cleaning and decorating the 
church.  Please consider volunteering an 
hour or two of your time.  Please text Kate 
Guzzi @ 732 977 2233 if you are interested 
in helping. 
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Parish Ministry & Contacts 

 
Activities & Fund Raising Committee: 
Parish Office (732) 968-2621; stjev@verizon.net 

Altar Rosary Society: Fran Furino 
 (732) 968-0846 

Altar Servers: Parish Office (732) 968-2621; 
stjev@verizon.net 

Art & Environment Committee: Kate Guzzi, 
(732) 977-2233; kguzzi@optimum.net 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas: 
 Nina DiQuollo (908) 581-9450 

Eucharistic Adoration: Maureen Shea 
 (732) 968-0136 

Extra ordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion: Gary & Lynne Guthreau; 
gguthreau@optonline.net 

Faith Formation & Catechists: Patricia Hummel, 
PCL (732) 968-2621, x13; stjohnpcl@gmail.com 

Finance Committee: John Fitzgerald   

Golf Outing Committee: Parish Office 
 (732) 968-2621; stjev@verizon.net 

Homebound Ministry: Jon Fourre, (908) 392-
2084; voxsacra@outlook.com 

Hospitality Committee: Kate Guzzi 
 (732) 977-2233; kguzzi@optimum.net 

Knights of Columbus Council 2544:  
Keith Venturella; kventurella@optonline.net 

Marriage Encounter: Eugene & Theresa Porras 
(908) 930-1663 

Money Counters: Jeff Marren, 
jm601@optonline.net 

Music Ministry: Gerard Chiusano, (732) 968-2621 

Readers: Gary Guthreau; gguthreau@optonline.net 

Social Concerns Ministry: Mary Lou Chingery 
(732) 968-2621 

Spanish Charismatic Prayer Group:  
Gloria Labanda (732) 343-0680 

Guadalupe Group:  Ana Alpizar (732) 979-4663 

Tricky Tray Committee: Parish Office 
 (732) 968-2621; stjev@verizon.net 

Ushers: Mike Sciametta (908) 347-7902; 
mjsciametta@optonline.net 

 

 

 
Altar Prayer Group 

St. John's Altar Prayer Group 
will have a Christmas lunch on 
Tuesday, 12/13 from 12 
noon to 3 o'clock at 

Carpaccio's Ristorante in Middlesex.  
Cost is $25.00.  Please bring in a little gift 
for a person living at the Green Brook 
Disabled Facility.  Remit to Fran Furino or 
Natalie Farry @732-968-0846 if interested.  
All are Welcome.  

 
 
 

December 11, 2022 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

“You too must be patient. Make you hearts 
firm, because the coming of the Lord is at 
hand.” JAMES 5:8 

Patience is another one of those things 
many of us struggle with. We want things to 
go according to our plan and our schedule; 
we like things to be convenient. Any change 
brings anxiety and fear. Through daily 
prayer God reveals to us what He wants us 
to do with the gifts He has given us. We are 
able to better align ourselves with God’s will 
and His plan, which is far better than 
anything we can come up with on our own. 
 

 
 
 

Free Zumba Classes 
for all St. John’s Parishioners 

Thanks to Lana Mack, a St. John’s 
parishioner and Zumba instructor at the 
Team Champion gym, located at 586 
Bound Brook Rd, in Middlesex and the 
generosity of the gym’s owners, David and 
Martha Mercado, for the month of 
December all Zumba classes are free to any 
St. John's parishioner. Zumba is offered 4 
times a week, Tues and Thurs at 7 pm, Wed 
at 8 pm and Sat at 10 am. 
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Faith Formation 
 

 
 

 
 

A Family of Faith:  December 
 

Adult/Parent Meeting - Monday 12/5, 
Tuesday 12/6, 6:30-8:00 p.m., Church 
Auditorium 
 
       Topic: #5 Confirmation 
 

      
Community/Family Meeting - Sunday 
12/18 9:00 a.m., Church Auditorium 
and attend 10:30 Mass together.  
 
        Topic/Activity: Advent Retreat 

 
 

Monthly Youth Mass 
The next Youth Mass will be 10:30 on 
Sunday, 1/1.  All high school teens are 
welcome to serve. If you are interested in 
being a Lector, Usher, Altar Server or 
singing in the Youth Choir please email 
stjohnpcl@gmail.com for the link to sign up. 
 

Youth Choir 
All 6th, 7th and 8th graders and high school 
teens interested in singing in the Youth 
Choir please email stjohnpcl@gmail.com.  
Practice will be on the day of each Youth 
Mass in the church beginning at 9:30 a.m.  
 
 
 

 
Rejoice! Advent Pilgrimage 
into the Heart of Scripture 
Let Us journey together as 
Parish through Scripture.  Join 

us in the Auditorium for coffee and a brief 
Advent reflection following the 8:30 and 
10:30 Mass each Sunday of Advent. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Prayers for  
Our Service Members 

 
Please pray for the following 
parishioners who are currently 

serving in the Military: 
 
U.S. Navy Reserve Lt. Michael Bartilotti 
U.S. Army Pvt. Luke Harshaney 
U.S. Coast Guard Lt. Ed Sella 
U.S. Marine Mer. Cpl. Thomas Tyler Lizak 
U.S. Army Pfc. Sean Parente 
U.S. Marine LCpl. Dante Parente 
U.S. Army 2nd Lt. Casey Wenzel 
U.S. Army Spec. 4 Timothy Francisco 
U.S. Marine LCpl. Stephen Wright 
U.S. Navy IT2 Kenneth Millman III 
U.S. Navy HM3 Rosemary Plunkett 
U.S. Marine LCpl. Dylan Kolakowski 
U.S. Air Force, 2nd Lt. Michael Nielsen 
If there are any other military members you 
would like to be included in our prayers, please 
contact the Parish Office. 
 
 
 
 
 
Holy Savior Academy Calendar Raffle 
Holy Savior Academy’s Calendar Raffle 
starts now till Thursday, January 5, 
2023! Our first drawing will be on Friday, 
January 6 and drawing through Friday, 
June 16.  Tickets are $20.00 for 23 chances 
to win a great cash prize.  These are great 
stocking stuffers for Christmas and gifts for 
the holidays.  You may purchase tickets at 
Holy Savior Academy Main Office, 149 
South Plainfield Avenue, South Plainfield, 
NJ 07080, 908-822-5890. You can also 
purchase from one of our HSA Families or 
tabling after Mass at some of our Deanery 
Parishes.  Let’s support our Deanery School! 



Rocio’s Unisex Hair Salon
1864 West Front Street • Plainfield, NJ 07060

rociosunisexhairsalon.com

732-752-0657 sasimana@yahoo.com

Check website for  
monthly specials

732.926.1178
373 North Avenue • Dunellen

Especialidad En Comida Mexicana
Closed Wednesdays

misamigosmexicangrill.com

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN FOOD
WE CATER PARTIES AND EVENTS
PREPARAMOS COMIDA PARA FIESTAS

Order online!  www.CasaRomeroRestaurant.com@CasaRomeroGrill
Full Service Bar - Open 6 Days - Closed Monday

908-757-3016

Get inspired ... create art
Adult & Kids Art Classes ... Call For Times

Art Supplies Available 

www.inspireartgalleryandstudio.com
     @inspireartgallerystudio       @ getinspiredart2018
449 North Avenue | Dunellen, NJ 08812

p: 732-752-9200     Hal VanDermark      c: 732-762-7000

BRENDA 
VAZQUEZ-
RIVERA

HOMESBYBRENDA.com

732-522-0255 cell
NJHomesByBrenda@gmail.com

Sales Associate

INTHECUTBARBERS.COM

732.752.4900
258 NORTH AVENUE • DUNELLEN

The Canhandlers

Competitive Rates

Residential & Commercial 
Trash Removal

Dunellen, NJ

732-752-5912

Commercial & Residential
Roll Off Services & Recycling

1 ½ To 30 Yard Containers Available

Locally Owned & Operated For Over 20 Years

Fully Licensed & Insured

WWW.SUPERFOODFRESH.COM
Visit our Website at

738 Union Avenue • Middlesex, NJ
732-667-7812

We Are Your  
Hometown Grocer!

We Offer

FREE RIDE
from and to 
your home!

Wednesday Only

WITH $50.00 PURCHASE OR MORE.  
Available until 7:00pm. Call store for full schedule. Senior Citizen 

Discount!

OUR WORK NEVER GET NOTICED

Edgar Chaves, Lic. #00533A
226 ROUTE 22 WEST • GREEN BROOK • 732-752-5522

britlandautobody.com

Thomas E. Sheenan, CFSP
Owner/Manager

NJ Lic. 2592

233 Dunellen Avenue

Dunellen, New Jersey 08812
p: (732) 968-4227
www.sheenanfh.com

164B (PK) - St. John’s, Dunellen      FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 • Bon Venture Services, LLC • 34 Ironia Road • Flanders, NJ 07836

DISTINCTIVE DENTISTRY
Preventative • Restorative • Aesthetic

Carolyn A. Sheenan, D.M.D., C.A.G.S.
Joachim M. Provenzano, D.M.D.

239 DUNELLEN AVE., DUNELLEN ∙ 424-1111

732-968-2900
120 No. Washington Ave., Dunellen, NJ

Christenings · Communions
Rehearsal Dinners · Repast

Business Meetings · Private Parties
Catering · Banquet Facilities

www.dunellenhotel.com

GREENBROOK
MEMORIALS

Monuments • Marker • Bronze Plaques
103 Bound Brook Rd., Middlesex

732-968-2543
Greg Pinho, Proprietor

TOWN Plumbing & Heating
J.J. Fosbre & Sons

Lic. No. 5688                732-968-1220

ROME PIZZA
Quick Service Since 1967

The Pizza Specialists!
Eat-In or Take-Out
Weekend Deliveries
732-968-1394334 No.  Ave., Dunellen

& VINYL

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Carpet · Vinyl · Wood Floors
Quality Floors & Installations

392 Somerset St., No. Plainfield, NJ      908-753-0044
www.hartybros.com

James A. Gustafson, Pres./Mgr. N.J. Lic. No. 4205
Richard W. McCriskin, II - V. Pres. N.J. Lic. No. 4564 · Kerri-Anne Krapf, Director, N.J. Lic. No. 5045

Daniel M. Erickson, Director, N.J. Lic. No. 4798 · Lauren J. Lapola, Director, N.J. Lic. No. 4816

908-561-8000

www.mccriskinfuneralhome.com

10% 
OFF

732-968-3253
14 South Washington Ave.

Dunellen, NJ

Ice Cream
Sundaes

Italian Ice
Gelati

14 South Washington Ave., Dunellen
732-624-9338

10% 
OFF

732-424-9191
297 US 22 EAST • GREEN BROOK TWP

Sunday-Tuesday
8:00am - 3:30pm

Wednesday-Saturday
8:00am-7:30pm

★ Call For A Free Legal Consultation ★

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED?

222 RIDGEDALE AVE • CEDAR KNOLLS / 315 BROAD ST • BLOOMFIELD

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
973-326-8902
• Personal Injury
• Workers’ Compensation
• Social Security DisabilityCertified By The Supreme Court of New Jersey

As A Workers’ Compensation Law Attorney

lawmarcbrenner.com  • marc@lawmarcbrenner.com

www.just-subs.com • 732-424-8300
113 Cramer Avenue • Green Brook

OPEN 
7 DAYS

NOW 7LOCATIONS

Mon-Fri 8:30am-9:00pm
Sat 9:00am-6:00pm • Sun 9:00am-1:00pm

Must present original coupon (photocopies/reproductions 
not valid) to cashier in-store at time of purchase. May not 
be combined with other offers. Expires 12/31/2022. 

YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENTLY OWNED NEIGHBORHOOD 
PHARMACY WITH A FRIENDLY STAFF WAITING  

TO HELP SERVE YOU AND YOUR LOVED ONES

Not valid on prescriptions, cigarettes or lottery.

For New Customers Who Present
a Prescription for the First Time

189 North Avenue
732.529.4366




