
Saint John the Evangelist 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Reverend Alphonsus Kariuki, Pastor 
Deacon Glenn Robitaille 
Alice Fogarty, Parish Catechetical Leader 
Mary Lou Chingery, Coordinator of  Social Ministry 
Cecilia Macalalad, Music Ministry 

 

 
WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE  
Saturday Vigil .............................................................. 5:00 pm  
Sunday ............................. 8:30 am, 10:30 am, Noon (Spanish)  
Monday - Friday ........................................... 8:00 am (Chapel)  
Tuesday ........................................................  7:00 pm (Spanish) 
Second Sunday of  each month .............3:30 pm (Kiswahili) 
Holydays ........................ 8:00 am, Noon & 7:00 pm (Church) 

PARISH CENTER HOURS 

Monday-Thursday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm; 
closed on Friday.   
Evenings by appointment only.   

Telephone: 732-968-2621 

E-Mail: stjev@verizon.net  

Web: www.stjohnsdunellen.org  

Office of  Faith Formation: 
732-968-2621 ext: 3 
stjohnpcl@gmail.com 
 

For Pastoral Emergencies, please 
call: 732-968-2621, ext. 2 
 
 

PARISH REGISTRATION  
All families and individuals within the 
canonical bound areas of  St. John the 
Evangelist are invited to register by 
contacting the Parish Office. 

317 FIRST STREET •  DUNELLEN •  NEW JERSEY 08812 

FAITH FORMATION 
Faith Formation is available for registered parish families with children in Grades 1-8. As the Primary Catechists of their children, parents 
are prepared and supported to lead their children in faith at home. Meetings are twice a month, one for parents only to prepare for 
monthly activity lessons and one for parents and children to grow in community. Sacramental reception years (2nd and 8th grade) have 
additional Sunday meetings to prepare for receiving First Reconciliation/Holy Communion and Confirmation. To register, or for more 
information please call the Office of Faith Formation. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place on 
Thursday from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm in the Chapel and on the first Friday of each month 
from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm in the Chapel. You are invited to visit as your schedule permits. If 
you wish to be a regularly scheduled adorer, please contact the Parish Office. During Lent, 
Adoration takes place on Friday from 8:30 am to 7:00 pm in the Chapel. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism: The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on the first and third 
Sunday of the month at 1:30 pm. Baptisms will not be performed during Lent. An 
instructional Infant Baptism Class is required for parents having their child baptized and is 
recommended for godparents. For more information and to register for Pre-baptism class, 
please call the Parish Office.  
 

Sacrament of Marriage: Common Policy among the Dioceses in New Jersey recommends 
preparing for your wedding at least one year in advance. Please contact the Parish Office 
for more information.  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available every Saturday 
form 4:00 - 4:45 pm in the Reconciliation Room of the Church or by appointment.  
 

Sacrament of the Sick: Please contact the Parish Office if you are homebound and would 
like to receive Holy Communion.  
 

Sponsor Eligibility: Godparents/Sponsor eligibility certificates are available for registered 
parishioners by calling the Parish Office. Godparents/Sponsors must be practicing 
Catholics who have received the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist and, if 
married, are in a marriage recognized by the Church.  



Sunday, March 1, 2026                                                                             Second Sunday of Lent 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
 
 
 

Monday, March 2 
8:00 a.m.  Gail Neary 

     by John & Jeanne Fitzgerald 
 

Tuesday, March 3 
8:00 a.m.  Brian Flynn  

     by Cosimo & Lina Giordano 
7:00 p.m.  Ann Marie Hill by St. Johns  
    

    Wednesday, March 4 
8:00 a.m.  Ann Hill by Ruth Gruber 
 

Thursday, March 5 
8:00 a.m.  Roy Hemmingstad 

     by Craig & Diane Neunert  
      

Friday, March 6 
8:00 a.m.   Ann Hill by the Szulczewski family 
 

Saturday, March 7 
5:00 p.m. Kate & Meghan by Kristine & Glenn  
  

Sunday, March 8 
8:30 a.m.    Claire Backus by Kevin Glennon 
10:30 a.m.  All deceased of Pileggi family 
        by Rosina Rovito  
Noon            Maria Merced Incapie 
        by Rosina Rovito                            
 

 
This week our Sanctuary lamp in the 
Church is lit for the repose of the soul of 
Bob Zednick by Terry & Matt Kurzius. 
 

 
Please pray for the sick members 
of our parish: Louis Capozzi, 
Cathy Slootmaker, MaryAnn 
Briones,  Joan Rabouin, Barry 
Gittens 
 

 
Padrinos de Bautismo Y Confirmacion: 
La ley eclesiástica manda que los padrinos para 
el bautismo y confirmación, deben ser católicos 
confirmados y activos en la parroquia, o sea que 
asistan a la misa dominical, ayudan al 
mantenimiento de la Iglesia, este casado/y por la 
Iglesia; si es soltero/a no debe estar en unión 
libre. Debe vivir una vida de acuerdo con las 
enseñanzas de la Iglesia. Solo Podemos entregar 
cartas a parroquianos que viven de acuerdo con 
estas normas. 
 
Bautismos: 
Los Bautismos en español son celebrados en el 
segundo domingo del mes a la 1:15 PM. No se 
celebran bautismos durante la Cuaresma. Para 
hacer arreglos para los bautismos en español, 
comuníquese con la oficina parroquial. Si la 
secretaria no puede contestar en ese momento, 
le puede dejar un mensaje con su número de 
teléfono para llamarle luego. 
 
Formacion Religiosa–Catecismo: 
Si usted es nuevo en la parroquia y quiere 
inscribir a su niño/a en las clases de catecismo, 
por favor comuníquese con la oficina parroquial. 
 
RICA: 
Adultos que deseen convertirse a la religión 
católica o que necesiten recibir Primera 
Comunión y o Confirmación, deben ponerse en 
contacto con la oficina de la parroquia para el 
Rito de Iniciación Cristiana de adultos 
 
Matrimonios: 
Los arreglos para la fecha de casamiento se 
deben hacer un ano por anticipado, antes de 
hacer los arreglos sociales. Comuníquese con la 
oficina parroquial. 
 
Ministerio de Visitar a Los Enfermos: 
Comuníquese con la oficina parroquial. Si es una 
emergencia (en peligro de muerte) después de 
horas de oficina, llamar al número 732-968-
2621, ex. 2. 
 
Confesiones en Español: 
El padre está dispuesto después de la misa 
dominical. Por favor, communiqués con él.  

Círculo de Oración: todos los jueves se 
comensara a las 6:45 pm con el Santo Rosario en 
la Capilla. El último jueves del mes hay una Hora 
Santa a las 7:00pm. 
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Sacrificial Offerings 2026 

Sunday, February 22 
 
Regular Collection:   $4,182.47 
Online Giving:            $    509.19 
 
Bills Paid this Week: $11,152.25   
 

Online Giving 
Have you tried our new Parish online giving 
system?  There are three ways to give through 
Tithe.ly: *Through our website, *through our 
Facebook page, *using the Tithe.ly mobile giving 
App.  When giving Tithe.ly you can donate by 
credit/debit card or bank transfer.  You can also 
select "reoccurring gift" to automate your 
regular weekly offering so that it is donated 
automatically on a schedule that you choose.  As 
with any automated service there is a small 
transaction fee for the church. You have the 
option to select "cover the fee" to make this 
transaction fee a part of your tax deductible 
gift.  If you need assistance setting up a gift or 
learning how to use Tithe.ly email 
stjohnpcl@gmail.com 

 
Give the Gift of Faith 

Churches are dependent upon the generosity of 
others to fulfill their mission of spreading the 
Good News as mandated by Christ on the day of 
his Ascension.  To perpetuate our church’s 
mission in our area, please consider putting St. 
John the Evangelist Church in your will. 
 
Mission Statement 
We the Roman Catholic Community of St. 
John the Evangelist in Dunellen are 
dedicated to nurturing all who gather in 
faith.  We offer inclusive opportunities 
for worship, prayer, lifelong learning, 
spiritual growth and fellowship, 
embracing people from every background 
as we journey together in devotion to 
God. 
Vision Statement 
We envision a vibrant, outward-facing 
parish that radiates our Catholic faith 
through visible presence in the wider 
community. Anchored in fellowship and 
service, we aim to reflect God’s love in all 
we do. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2026 Lenten Obligations 
 

1. The days of both fast and abstinence are 
Ash Wednesday (February 18) and Good 
Friday (April 3). 

2. The other Fridays of Lent (February 20, 
27; March 6, 13, 20 and 27) are days of 
abstinence. 

3. Fasting in the Roman Catholic tradition 
means to limit oneself to one full meal 
with two smaller meals which together 
do not equal the size of your full meal. 
The obligation of fasting applies only to 
Catholics between the ages of 18 and 59. 

4. Abstinence in the Roman Catholic 
tradition means to abstain from eating 
meat (beef, chicken pork, turkey etc.).  
The obligation of abstinence applies to 
all Catholics who have reached the age 
of 14.  

 
Fridays during Lent: 

� Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
from 8:30 am until 7:00 pm in the 
Chapel 

� Stations of the Cross in Spanish-6:15pm 
� Stations of the Cross in English-7:00pm 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

� Every Saturday from 4:00-4:45 pm 
� Or by appointment  

 
 
 

Adopt a Priest Program 
Have you prayed for your Priest today? 
To adopt a Priest or for more information, 
please call Maureen Shea 732-968-0136 or 
732-770-0502 cell. 
 

Programa Adopta a un Sacerdote 
¿Has orado por tu sacerdote hoy? 
Para adoptar un sacerdote o para obtener 
más información, llame a Maureen Shea al 
732-968-0136 o al celular 732-770-0502. 
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2026 Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
ONE IN CHRIST:  

Called to Love and Serve 
 

If you have yet to make your pledge to this 
year’s Bishop’s Annual Appeal, you will have 
the opportunity to do so next weekend, 
March 7/8, which has been designated as 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal In-Pew 
Weekend. Please prayerfully consider a 
gift to help our parish reach its goal. If we 
can exceed our goal, 50% of the amount 
collected over goal will be returned to us in 
the form of a parish rebate. Just as 
important as our financial goal is our goal of 
reaching 100% participation. Every gift, no 
matter the size, is important and greatly 
appreciated. Thank you.  

 

Campaña Anual del Obispo, 2026 
UNO EN CRISTO:  

Llamados a Amar y a Servir 
 

Si aún no ha hecho su compromiso con la 
Campaña Anual del Obispo de este año, 
tendrá la oportunidad de hacerlo el próximo 
fin de semana del 7/8 de marzo, que ha sido 
designado como el Fin de Semana De la 
Campaña Anual del Obispo en las 
Bancas. Por favor, considere en oración 
realizar su aporte a la Campaña Anual del 
Obispo para ayudar a nuestra parroquia a 
alcanzar la meta. Si logramos superar 
nuestra meta, el 50% de la cantidad 
recaudada por encima de la meta será 
reembolsada a la parroquia. Tan importante 
como nuestro objetivo financiero es nuestro 
objetivo de alcanzar el 100% de 
participación. Cada aporte, sin importar el 
monto, es importante y muy apreciado. 
Gracias.  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Prayers for  
Our Service Members 

Please pray for the following 
parishioners who are 

currently serving in the Military: 
U.S. Navy Reserve Lt. Michael Bartilotti 
U.S. Army Pvt. Luke Harshaney 
U.S. Coast Guard Lt. Cmdr. Ed Sella 
U.S. Marine Mer. Cpl. Thomas Tyler Lizak 
U.S. Army Pfc. Sean Parente 
U.S. Marine LCpl. Dante Parente 
U.S. Army 2nd Lt. Casey Wenzel 
U.S. Army Spec. 4 Timothy Francisco 
U.S. Marine Sgt. Stephen Wright 
U.S. Navy IT2 Kenneth Millman III 
U.S. Navy HM3 Rosemary Plunkett 
U.S. Marine LCpl. Dylan Kolakowski 
U.S. Air Force, Capt. Michael Nielsen 
U.S. Marine LCpl. Daniel Hernandez 
U.S. Air Force A1C Francis Reilly 
U.S. Navy HSm3 Gael Luna Saavedra 
If there are any other military members you 
would like to be included in our prayers, please 
contact the Parish Office. 
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March 1, 2026 

2nd Sunday of Lent 

“Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk 
and from your father’s house to a land that 
I will show you.”  GENESIS 12:1 

God calls all of us to leave behind our old 
ways and to follow Him, placing our 
complete trust in Him.  Some of the old 
ways that we struggle to leave behind might 
be materialism, selfishness and greed.  Yet, 
God promises to show us a new land and a 
better way to live.  Remember what St. 
Teresa of Calcutta said, “God does not call 
us to be successful, God calls us to be 
faithful.” 

 
 
 

St. Francis Indulgence 
On January 10, 2026, His Holiness Pope Leo 
XIV declared a special Jubilee Year of Saint 
Francis on the occasion of the 800th 
Anniversary of the death of Saint Francis of 
Assisi. This jubilee calls every faithful Christian, 
following the example of the Saint of Assisi, to 
“become a model of holiness of life and a 
constant witness of peace”. The Apostolic 
Penitentiary, in accordance with the will of the 
Holy Father, granted a plenary indulgence on 
this occasion during the period of January 10, 
2026 to January 10, 2027.  The indulgence can 
be obtained under the ordinary conditions and 
by making a pilgrimage to any Franciscan 
conventual church or a Place of Worship 
dedicated to St. Francis of Assisi (e.g., our 
Cathedral) or connected to him and then 
participate in a liturgical celebration or spend at 
least a reasonable period of time in pious 
meditation and raise prayers to God. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mass for Family Healing 
For all feeling alone or grieving due to 
divorce, severe marital difficulties, as well as 
for children of any age who are affected by 
these facets of Family Brokenness, please 
join us for a special Mass and Resource Fair 
on Saturday, March 14th, at 10:00 a.m. 
at the St. John Neumann Pastoral 
Center. Representatives from the 
"Surviving Divorce," "Retrouvaille" and 
"Life-Giving Wounds" ministries will be 
present. There will also be activities for 
younger children while adults are looking 
into the resources. To register, please visit: 
diometuchen.org/events/family-
brokenness-mass.  
Contact Rachelle Hanna for details at 
rachelle.hanna@gmail.com. 
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CATHOLIC SCHOOL 2026-2027  
TUITION ASSISTANCE 

ONLINE APPLICATION PROCESS OPEN 
 Families interested in applying for tuition 
assistance to attend an eligible Diocese of 
Metuchen elementary or high school may apply 
online now through FACTS Financial Aid 
Management at 
https://online.factsmgt.com/aid.   Online 
applications must be completed (including all 
required documentation) by no later than 
March 31, 2026.  A signed Parish 
Verification Form is also required by the 
Diocese, and should be signed by your 
Pastor, and submitted to the school or 
schools your children attend.  Eligibility 
requirements, instructions and forms can 
be found at 
https://diometuchen.org/tuition-
assistance.  Applications are available in 
English and Spanish. Families that need 
assistance completing the online application or 
need access to a computer to apply should 
contact their school. 

ASISTENCIA PARA LA MATRÍCULA EN 
LAS ESCUELAS 

 CATÓLICAS 2026-2027 
EL PROCESO DE SOLICITUD EN LÍNEA 

ESTÁ ABIERTO 
Las familias interesadas en solicitar ayuda en la 
matrícula para asistir a una escuela primaria o 
secundaria elegible de la Diócesis de Metuchen 
pueden presentar su solicitud en línea ahora, a 
través de la Evaluación de subvenciones y ayuda 
de FACTS en https://online.factsmgt.com/aid. 
Las solicitudes en línea deben completarse 
(incluida toda la documentación requerida) a 
más tardar el 31 de marzo de 2026. La 
Diócesis también exige un Formulario de 
Verificación Parroquial, que debe estar 
firmado por su Párroco y presentarse en 
la escuela o escuelas a las que asisten sus 
hijos. Los requisitos de elegibilidad, las 
instrucciones y los formularios se pueden 
encontrar en 
https://diometuchen.org/tuition-assistance. Las 
solicitudes están disponibles en inglés y español. 
Las familias que necesiten ayuda para completar 
la solicitud en línea o que necesiten acceso a una 
computadora para presentar la solicitud deben 
comunicarse con su escuela. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

New Jersey Catholic 
 Mental Health Conference 

With 1 in 10 adults in the US and over 1 
billion people worldwide affected by mental 
health issues, everyone from clergy to 
educators to lay faithful are invited to attend 
this conference entitled "From Isolation to 
Belonging: Mental Health and the Catholic 
Church" on Saturday, May 2, 2026, at 
the St. John Neumann Pastoral Center 
in Piscataway, NJ. The fee to register is 
$40 and is limited to the first 300 
registrants. Please visit njconf.com for more 
information. 
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2025 – 2026 

  FAMILY FAITH FORMATION 
 
March 2026 

1    10:30 AM Youth mass, 11:30 AM to 1 
PM,  Year 2 Confirmation 

2  6:30 PM to 8 PM ,  Year 1 First Com prep, 
Parents,  Year 2 First Com prep, Year 1 
Confirmation 

6  7 PM  Stations of the Cross in church 

15 11:30 AM to 1 PM      • Year 2 
Confirmation 

16  6:30 PM to 8 ,  Year 2 First Com 
prep,  Year 1 Confirmation 

22  No Family Class, Family Service Day 

If you have prayer cards, rosary or any other 
religious items, please share with our Faith 
Formation Families. Drop off at Parish 
Center office or mail slot. 

Email Alice Fogarty 
at stjohnpcl@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

FORMACIÓN en la FE FAMILIAR 
2025-2026 

Marzo de 2026 

1 10:30 a. m. Misa de jóvenes, 11:30 a. m. a 1 
p. m., Confirmación de 2.º año 

2 6:30 p. m. a 8 p. m., Preparación para la 
Primera Comunión de 1.º año, Padres, 
Preparación para la Primera Comunión de 
2.º año, Confirmación de 1.º año 

6   7 PM  Estaciones Crucis Familiares en la 
iglesia 
 
15 11:30 a. m. a 1 p. m. • Confirmación de 
2.º año 
 
16 6:30 p. m. a 8 p. m., Preparación para la 
Primera Comunión de 2.º año, 
Confirmación de 1.º año 

22 No hay clase familiar, Día de servicio 
familiar 

SE HA SUBIDO UN NUEVO CALENDARIO 
a la página web. Por favor, descárgalo en 
cuanto sea posible*** 

Si tienes tarjetas de oración, rosario o 
cualquier otro objeto religioso, por favor 
compártelo con nuestras Familias de 
Formación en la Fe. Déjalo en la oficina del 
Centro Parroquial o en la sección de correo. 

Email Alice Fogarty 
at stjohnpcl@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



★ Call For A Free Legal Consultation ★

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED?

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE · CEDAR KNOLLS, NJ 07927

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
973-326-8902
• Personal Injury
• Workers’ Compensation
• Social Security DisabilityCertified By The Supreme Court of New Jersey

As A Workers’ Compensation Law Attorney

lawmarcbrenner.com  • marc@lawmarcbrenner.com

Enviar un correo electrónico
a Byron Polanco

bpolanco@bonventure.net

¡Se necesitan
anunciantes!

WWW.SUPERFOODFRESH.COM
Visit our Website at

738 Union Avenue • Middlesex, NJ
732-667-7812

We Are Your  
Hometown Grocer!

We Offer

FREE RIDE
from and to 
your home!

Wednesday Only

WITH $50.00 PURCHASE OR MORE.  
Available until 7:00pm. Call store for full schedule. Senior Citizen 

Discount!

OUR WORK NEVER GET NOTICED

Edgar Chaves, Lic. #00533A
226 ROUTE 22 WEST • GREEN BROOK • 732-752-5522

britlandautobody.com

Thomas E. Sheenan, CFSP
Owner/Manager

NJ Lic. 2592

233 Dunellen Avenue

Dunellen, New Jersey 08812
p: (732) 968-4227
www.sheenanfh.com

164B (PK) - St. John’s, Dunellen      FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 • Bon Venture Services, LLC • 34 Ironia Road • Flanders, NJ 07836

DISTINCTIVE DENTISTRY
Preventative • Restorative • Aesthetic

Carolyn A. Sheenan, D.M.D., C.A.G.S.
Joachim M. Provenzano, D.M.D.

239 DUNELLEN AVE., DUNELLEN ∙ 424-1111

GREENBROOK
MEMORIALS

Monuments • Marker • Bronze Plaques
103 Bound Brook Rd., Middlesex

732-968-2543
Greg Pinho, Proprietor

TOWN Plumbing & Heating
J.J. Fosbre & Sons

Lic. No. 5688                732-968-1220

ROME PIZZA
Quick Service Since 1967

The Pizza Specialists!
Eat-In or Take-Out
Weekend Deliveries
732-968-1394334 No.  Ave., Dunellen

10% 
OFF

732-968-3253
14 South Washington Ave.

Dunellen, NJ

Ice Cream
Sundaes

Italian Ice
Gelati

14 South Washington Ave., Dunellen
732-624-9338

10% 
OFF

189 North Avenue
732.529.4366

732-529-6746
kasmultiservicesllc@gmail.com
104 N Washington Ave • Dunellen

Tax Preparation
Bookkeeping / Payroll
Notary Services & More

/kasmulti

AVELLINO’S
PIZZERIA, RESTAURANT & SPORTS BAR

Dinners, Pizza, Hot Soups, Salads, Pasta, Hot & Cold Subs

CATERING FOR 
ALL OCCASIONS 

625 BOUND BROOK ROAD • DUNELLEN, NJ 08812 • OPEN 7 DAYS!

732-752-1111
www.avellinosnj.com

We 
Deliver

HAPPY 
HOUR

Monday - Friday 4-7 PM
Saturday 11 AM-4 PM

Find Us On                          AvellinosNJ Avellinos_NJ

Sports Bar
Specials

Reserve 
Your

Space
Today!

YOUR AD               HERE!

CALL US TODAY!

Don’t miss this opportunity to become a valued partner in our community.

 • Connect with a Dedicated and Engaged Audience 
• Build Trust and Credibility • Showcase Your Business  

to Those Who Actively Support Local Businesses  
• Benefit From Our Online Presence and  

Extend Your Reach Beyond the Church Walls

Contact our advertising team at 800-883-4343.
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In the United States, one in
nine people face hunger.

feedingamerica.org

James A. Gustafson, President/Manager • NJ License #4205
Richard W. McCriskin II, Vice President • NJ License #4564
Kerri-Anne Krapf, Director • NJ License #5045
Jack Cochrane, Director • NJ License #5376
Francisco J. Rodriguez, Director • NJ License #4662


