SAINT JOHN THE EVANGELIST

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

2439337 317 FIRST STREET - DUNELLEN - NEW JERSEY 08812 {£&4€4(&

Tempted, Tried, Triumphant

Matthew 4:1-11

PARISH CENTER HOURS

Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am - 2:00 pmy;
closed on Friday.

Evenings by appointment only.
Telephone: 732-968-2621
E-Mail: stjev(@vetizon.net
Web: www.stjohnsdunellen.org

Office of Faith Formation:
732-968-2621 ext: 3
stjohnpcl@gmail.com

For Pastoral Emergencies, please
call: 732-968-2621, ext. 2

PARISH REGISTRATION

All families and individuals within the
canonical bound areas of St. John the
Evangelist are invited to register by
contacting the Parish Office.

FAITH FORMATION

PASTORAL STAFF

Reverend Alphonsus Kariuki, Pastor

Deacon Glenn Robitaille

Alice Fogarty, Parish Catechetical I eader

Mary Lou Chingery, Coordinator of Social Ministry
Cecilia Macalalad, Music Ministry

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil..........ccoccoiiniiniicicces 5:00 pm

| Sunday......ccccooeeee... 8:30 am, 10:30 am, Noon (Spanish)
8 Monday - Friday........cc.ccooooovrinrirnrinnrinnnnnn. 8:00 am (Chapel)
Tuesday.......cccoveeenicnicninecreceeeeaeene 7:00 pm (Spanish)
Second Sunday of each month............. 3:30 pm (Kiswahili)
Holydays..........cccceunee. 8:00 am, Noon & 7:00 pm (Church)

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place on
Thursday from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm in the Chapel and on the first Friday of each month
from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm in the Chapel. You ate invited to visit as your schedule permits. If
you wish to be a regulatly scheduled adorer, please contact the Parish Office. During Lent,
Adoration takes place on Friday from 8:30 am to 7:00 pm in the Chapel.

Sacrament of Baptism: The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on the first and third
Sunday of the month at 1:30 pm. Baptisms will not be performed during Lent. An
instructional Infant Baptism Class is required for parents having their child baptized and is
recommended for godparents. For more information and to register for Pre-baptism class,
please call the Parish Office.

Sacrament of Marriage: Common Policy among the Dioceses in New Jersey recommends
preparing for your wedding at least one year in advance. Please contact the Patish Office
for more information.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available every Saturday
form 4:00 - 4:45 pm in the Reconciliation Room of the Church or by appointment.

Sacrament of the Sick: Please contact the Parish Office if you are homebound and would
like to receive Holy Communion.

Sponsor Eligibility: Godpatents/Sponsor eligibility certificates are available for registered
patishioners by calling the Parish Office. Godpatrents/Sponsors must be practicing
Catholics who have received the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist and, if
married, are in a marriage recognized by the Church.

Faith Formation is available for registered parish families with children in Grades 1-8. As the Primary Catechists of their children, parents
are prepared and supported to lead their children in faith at home. Meetings are twice a month, one for parents only to prepare for
monthly activity lessons and one for parents and children to grow in community. Sacramental reception years (2nd and 8th grade) have
additional Sunday meetings to prepare for receiving First Reconciliation/Holy Communion and Confirmation. To register, or for more
information please call the Office of Faith Formation.
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MASS INTENTIONS

Ist 7
Sunda

Ient

Monday, February 23

8:00 a.m. Carol Tessier by Terry & Matt Kurzius

Tuesday, February 24

8:00 a.m. Thomas Kodankandath
by Vincent Babu

7:00 p.m. Hary Fernandez Solarte “1er
Aniversario de Fallecido”
by Andrea Cadena

Wednesday, February 25

8:00 a.m. Joshua Cesar Monge by family

Thursday, February 26

8:00 a.m. Aliro Made by friend

Friday, February 27

8:00 a.m. Ann Hill by Richard, Bob & John Zilg

Saturday, February 28

5:00 p.m. Blaise DiGiampaolo
by the Chapleski family

Sunday, March 1

8:30 am. Chuck Agnello by Donna Frabizzio
10:30 a.m. Geovanna DiMaggio
by Enza DiStefano
Noon Dagoberto Molina Acevedo (quinto
aniversario de fallecido)
by Hijos y nietos

Church is lit for the repose of the soul of
L Jason Zeszotarski by Natalie & Joseph
“ Farry & family.

l This week our Sanctuary lamp in the

Please pray for the sick members .

of our parish: Louis Capozzi, { \
Cathy Slootmaker, MaryAnn \ = ),
Briones, Joan Rabouin, Barry M

Gittens

Padrinos de Bautismo Y Confirmacion:
La ley eclesidstica manda que los padrinos para
el bautismo y confirmacion, deben ser catblicos
confirmados y activos en la parroquia, o sea que
asistan a la misa dominical, ayudan al
mantenimiento de la Iglesia, este casado/y por la
Iglesia; si es soltero/a no debe estar en uniéon
libre. Debe vivir una vida de acuerdo con las
ensenanzas de la Iglesia. Solo Podemos entregar
cartas a parroquianos que viven de acuerdo con
estas normas.

Bautismos:

Los Bautismos en espafiol son celebrados en el
segundo domingo del mes a la 1:15 PM. No se
celebran bautismos durante la Cuaresma. Para
hacer arreglos para los bautismos en espafiol,
comuniquese con la oficina parroquial. Si la
secretaria no puede contestar en ese momento,
le puede dejar un mensaje con su nimero de
teléfono para llamarle luego.

Formacion Religiosa—Catecismo:

Si usted es nuevo en la parroquia y quiere
inscribir a su nifio/a en las clases de catecismo,
por favor comuniquese con la oficina parroquial.

RICA:

Adultos que deseen convertirse a la religion
catoélica o que necesiten recibir Primera
Comuni6n y o Confirmacion, deben ponerse en
contacto con la oficina de la parroquia para el
Rito de Iniciacién Cristiana de adultos

Matrimonios:

Los arreglos para la fecha de casamiento se
deben hacer un ano por anticipado, antes de
hacer los arreglos sociales. Comuniquese con la
oficina parroquial.

Ministerio de Visitar a Los Enfermos:
Comuniquese con la oficina parroquial. Si es una
emergencia (en peligro de muerte) después de
horas de oficina, llamar al nimero 732-968-
2621, ex. 2.

Confesiones en Espaiol:
El padre esta dispuesto después de la misa
dominical. Por favor, communiqués con él.

Circulo de Oracion: todos los jueves se
comensara a las 6:45 pm con el Santo Rosario en
la Capilla. El altimo jueves del mes hay una Hora
Santa a las 7:00pm.
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Sacrificial Offerings 2026
Sunday, February 15

Regular Collection: $4,332.67
Online Giving: $ 758.49

Bills Paid this Week: $8,248.89

Online Giving
Have you tried our new Parish online giving
system? There are three ways to give through
Tithe.ly: *Through our website, *through our
Facebook page, *using the Tithe.ly mobile giving
App. When giving Tithe.ly you can donate by
credit/debit card or bank transfer. You can also
select "reoccurring gift" to automate your
regular weekly offering so that it is donated
automatically on a schedule that you choose. As
with any automated service there is a small
transaction fee for the church. You have the
option to select "cover the fee" to make this
transaction fee a part of your tax deductible
gift. If you need assistance setting up a gift or
learning how to use Tithe.ly email
stjohnpcl@gmail.com

Give the Gift of Faith
Churches are dependent upon the generosity of
others to fulfill their mission of spreading the
Good News as mandated by Christ on the day of
his Ascension. To perpetuate our church’s
mission in our area, please consider putting St.
John the Evangelist Church in your will.

Mission Statement

We the Roman Catholic Community of St.
John the Evangelist in Dunellen are
dedicated to nurturing all who gather in
faith. We offer inclusive opportunities
for worship, prayer, lifelong learning,
spiritual growth and fellowship,

embracing people from every background

as we journey together in devotion to
God.

Vision Statement

We envision a vibrant, outward-facing
parish that radiates our Catholic faith
through visible presence in the wider
community. Anchored in fellowship and
service, we aim to reflect God’s love in all
we do.

2026 Lenten Obligations

1. The days of both fast and abstinence are
Ash Wednesday (February 18) and Good
Friday (April 3).

2. The other Fridays of Lent (February 20,
27; March 6, 13, 20 and 27) are days of
abstinence.

3. Fasting in the Roman Catholic tradition
means to limit oneself to one full meal
with two smaller meals which together
do not equal the size of your full meal.
The obligation of fasting applies only to
Catholics between the ages of 18 and 59.

4. Abstinence in the Roman Catholic
tradition means to abstain from eating
meat (beef, chicken pork, turkey etc.).
The obligation of abstinence applies to
all Catholics who have reached the age
of 14.

Fridays during Lent:

e Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
from 8:30 am until 7:00 pm in the
Chapel

e Stations of the Cross in Spanish-6:15pm

e Stations of the Cross in English-7:00pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
e Every Saturday from 4:00-4:45 pm
e Or by appointment

Fundraiser
' The Annual Faith Formation
< = Gertrude Hawk Fundraiser is
\' coming to an end. All order

forms must be turned in to the

Parish Office by this Monday,
2/23. Parishioners may also order using
the link on our website home page. Order
pick-up will be after Masses the
weekend of 3/28. If you have any
questions, call Sarah Ben Younes-Millot at
(908) 963-0341. Thank you for supporting
our Faith Formation program.

,,..-\\ 2026 Gertrude Hawk




Sunday, February 22, 2026

First Sunday of Lent

2026 Bishop’s Annual Appeal
ONE IN CHRIST:
Called to Love and Serve

Shaping the hearts and minds of our youth
is a priority in the Diocese of Metuchen. The
young need our attention and care. Every
day they are confronted with a secular
culture that constantly pulls at them and
threatens their faith and morals at this
vulnerable period in their spiritual
formation. Through the work of the Offices
of Schools, Catechesis, Youth & Young Adult
ministry and Campus Ministry at Rutgers
University, our children, teens and young
adults grow to understand the roots of their
faith and their responsibilities as Christians.
You gift to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal will
help to preserve our faith for future
generations.

Campaia Anual del Obispo, 2026
UNO EN CRISTO:
Llamados a Amar y a Servir

Formar los corazones y las mentes de
nuestros jovenes es una prioridad en la
Ditcesis de Metuchen. Los jovenes
necesitan nuestra atencion y cuidado. Cada
dia se enfrentan a una cultura secular que
los influye constantemente y amenaza su fe
y sus valores morales en esta etapa
vulnerable de su formaci6n espiritual. A
través del trabajo de las Oficinas de
Colegios, Catequesis, Ministerio de Jovenes
y Jovenes Adultos, y la Pastoral
Universitaria en la Universidad de Rutgers,
nuestros ninos, adolescentes y jovenes
adultos crecen en la comprensién de las
raices de su fe y de sus responsabilidades
como cristianos. Su donacion a la Campana
Anual del Obispo ayudara a preservar
nuestra fe para las generaciones futuras.

Monthly Reception
The monthly reception will take

place next Sunday, 3/1 after

the 8:30, 10:30 and Noon
Masses in the Church Auditorium. All
are welcome to join us! Anyone interested
in helping out before or after Mass or with
donations, please contact Kate Guzzi

(732) 977-2233.

March

Youth Group Meeting
The Youth Group will meet
upstairs in the parish
center after this week’s 10:30 mass.
Please stop by the reception for a snack on
your way up. All High School students are
invited to join.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Commodore John Barry Council
Dunellen, NJ
serving St. John the Evangelist and
Our Lady of Fatima Parishes

647 Grove Street, Dunelien, NJ 08812
732-968-2544

ANNUAL LENTEN
FISH AND CHIPS DINNER

Feb. 20, Feb.27, March 6,
March 13, March 20, March 27

5:30PM TO 7:00PM
Choice of Fish & Chips $17
( Shrimp & Chips $17
= Combo 519
Credit Cards Accepted

Fried Fish & Chips Dinner
Fried Shrimp Dinner

Seafood Combo Dinner
Dinners include seafood entre,
Jrench fries, coleslow
* prices the same as last year!

Dine in or take out
Call 732-968-2544 after 4PM to order take - out
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Prayers for
Pray Our Service Members
¥ :i:‘the Please pray for the following

mary parishioners who are
currently serving in the Military:
U.S. Navy Reserve Lt. Michael Bartilotti
U.S. Army Pvt. Luke Harshaney
U.S. Coast Guard Lt. Cmdr. Ed Sella
U.S. Marine Mer. Cpl. Thomas Tyler Lizak
U.S. Army Pfc. Sean Parente
U.S. Marine LCpl. Dante Parente
U.S. Army 2nd Lt. Casey Wenzel
U.S. Army Spec. 4 Timothy Francisco
U.S. Marine Sgt. Stephen Wright
U.S. Navy IT2 Kenneth Millman III
U.S. Navy HM3 Rosemary Plunkett
U.S. Marine LCpl. Dylan Kolakowski
U.S. Air Force, Capt. Michael Nielsen
U.S. Marine LCpl. Daniel Hernandez
U.S. Air Force A1C Francis Reilly
U.S. Navy HSm3 Gael Luna Saavedra
If there are any other military members you
would like to be included in our prayers, please
contact the Parish Office.

Worship
=]

Tvl]hﬂ ut IA‘F/’
=IQeL
/f \‘\
Serve pnly youi\ God

4' L
February 22, 2026
15t Sunday of Lent

“It is written: ‘The Lord, your God, shall
you worship and him alone shall you
serve.” MATTHEW 4:10

Tempted between the riches and power of
this world and service to God, Jesus chose
service to His Father. If we wish to truly
follow Jesus, we, too, must decide to turn
away from worldly power and riches and put
God at the center of our lives. Lent is our
time to prune ourselves of earthly things
and develop and nurture heavenly things.
Lent is time to repent and let go of the other
“gods” we have put before God.

St. Francis Indulgence
On January 10, 2026, His Holiness Pope Leo
XIV declared a special Jubilee Year of Saint
Francis on the occasion of the 8ooth
Anniversary of the death of Saint Francis of
Assisi. This jubilee calls every faithful Christian,
following the example of the Saint of Assisi, to
“become a model of holiness of life and a
constant witness of peace”. The Apostolic
Penitentiary, in accordance with the will of the
Holy Father, granted a plenary indulgence on
this occasion during the period of January 10,
2026 to January 10, 2027. The indulgence can
be obtained under the ordinary conditions and
by making a pilgrimage to any Franciscan
conventual church or a Place of Worship
dedicated to St. Francis of Assisi (e.g., our
Cathedral) or connected to him and then
participate in a liturgical celebration or spend at
least a reasonable period of time in pious
meditation and raise prayers to God.

Join us for STA’s Spring Open House:

discover where you belong.

Experience the Energy. Excellence. Gne Trojan Family Spirit.

Walk our halls, meet our community, and see excellence in action -
from championship fields to award-winning programs.

Open to Grades 6-1), Futtire Closs of 2030, don't miss yaur choncs to secure your spot!

What to Expect

i n” Mest inspiring faculty o Tour STEM labs, arts spaces & mere
| o Connect with chammionship coachos W Seeliv
| o Hear from student leaders

& performances

W Leamabout academics, leadership, and culture

BONUS FOR PRE-REGISTERED GUESTS
1o select programs

Ly inte STA Spirt Raffle

Pre-register :

6 today.

Tuesday, March 24, 2026

6:00 PM - 9:00 PM

St. Thomas Aquinas High School
A Tingley Lane, Edison, NJ

=
Learn more at www.stahs.net

If you can't attend, schedule a Trojan for a Day =xperience: admissions@stahs.net
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Mass for Family Healing
For all feeling alone or grieving due to divorce,
severe marital difficulties, as well as for children
of any age who are affected by these facets of
Family Brokenness, please join us for a special
Mass and Resource Fair on Saturday, March
14th, at 10:00 a.m. at the St. John Neumann
Pastoral Center. Representatives from the
"Surviving Divorce," "Retrouvaille" and "Life-
Giving Wounds" ministries will be present. There
will also be activities for younger children while
adults are looking into the resources. To register,

please visit: diometuchen.org/events/family-

brokenness-mass. Contact Rachelle Hanna for

details at rachelle.hanna@gmail.com.

Choices Matter Conference
The Diocese of Metuchen’s Office of Human Life
and Dignity presents “The 2026 Choices Matter
Conference— A Critical Life Issues Conference”
which will be held at the St. John Neumann
Pastoral Center in Piscataway on Saturday,
March 21, 2026. An Opening Mass will be held
at 9:00 AM. The conference will begin at 10:15
AM and end at 3:30 pm. This year’s theme is
“Safeguarding Human Dignity ... Shining a Light
on Human Trafficking.” The topics/expert
speakers are:

- The Role of the Church in Combating Human
Trafficking: Maria Celina Marquez

- Human Trafficking Awareness Through the
Lens of a Subject Matter Expert: Gina Cavallo

- Survivor Informed Human Trafficking
Prevention: David M. Ryan

General registration is $35 and student
registration is $15. The conference features
Eucharistic Adoration, exhibits and more. The
fee includes lunch and handouts. To register
visit:
https://www.diometuchen.org/choicesmatter.
Everyone is welcome! For questions or for more
information please email
magnese@diometuchen.org or call 732-562-
1543. Seating is limited. Register today!

CATHOLIC SCHOOL 2026-2027
TUITION ASSISTANCE

ONLINE APPLICATION PROCESS OPEN
Families interested in applying for tuition
assistance to attend an eligible Diocese of
Metuchen elementary or high school may apply
online now through FACTS Financial Aid
Management at
https://online.factsmgt.com/aid. Online
applications must be completed (including all
required documentation) by no later than
March 31, 2026. A signed Parish
Verification Form is also required by the
Diocese, and should be signed by your
Pastor, and submitted to the school or
schools your children attend. Eligibility
requirements, instructions and forms can
be found at
https://diometuchen.org/tuition-
assistance. Applications are available in
English and Spanish. Families that need
assistance completing the online application or
need access to a computer to apply should
contact their school.

ASISTENCIA PARA LA MATRICULA EN
LAS ESCUELAS
CATOLICAS 2026-2027
EL PROCESO DE SOLICITUD EN LINEA
ESTA ABIERTO

Las familias interesadas en solicitar ayuda en la
matricula para asistir a una escuela primaria o
secundaria elegible de la Di6cesis de Metuchen
pueden presentar su solicitud en linea ahora, a
través de la Evaluacion de subvenciones y ayuda
de FACTS en https://online.factsmgt.com/aid.
Las solicitudes en linea deben completarse
(incluida toda la documentacion requerida) a
maés tardar el 31 de marzo de 2026. La
Diécesis también exige un Formulario de
Verificacion Parroquial, que debe estar
firmado por su Parroco y presentarse en
la escuela o escuelas a las que asisten sus
hijos. Los requisitos de elegibilidad, las
instrucciones y los formularios se pueden
encontrar en
https://diometuchen.org/tuition-assistance. Las
solicitudes estan disponibles en inglés y espafiol.
Las familias que necesiten ayuda para completar
la solicitud en linea o que necesiten acceso a una
computadora para presentar la solicitud deben
comunicarse con su escuela.
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2025 — 2026
FAMILY FAITH FORMATION

February 2026
22 9:15 AM to 10 AM Family Class

March 2026

1 10:30 AM Youth mass, 11:30 AM to 1
PM, Year 2 Confirmation

2 6:30 PM to 8 PM, Year 1 First Com prep,
Parents, Year 2 First Com prep, Year 1
Confirmation

1511:30 AMto1 PM e Year2
Confirmation

16 6:30 PM to 8, Year 2 First Com
prep, Year 1 Confirmation

22 No Family Class, Family Service Day

If you have prayer cards, rosary or any other
religious items, please share with our Faith
Formation Families. Drop off at Parish
Center office or mail slot.

Email Alice Fogarty
at stjohnpcl@gmail.com

Adopt a Priest Program
Have you prayed for your Priest today?
To adopt a Priest or for more information,
please call Maureen Shea 732-968-0136 or
732-770-0502 cell.

Programa Adopta a un Sacerdote
¢Has orado por tu sacerdote hoy?
Para adoptar un sacerdote o para obtener
mas informacioén, llame a Maureen Shea al
732-968-0136 o al celular 732-770-0502.

FORMACION en la FE FAMILIAR
2025-2026

Febrero de 2026
22 de 9:15AM a 10 AM Clase Familiar

Marzo de 2026

110:30 a. m. Misa de jovenes, 11:30 a. m. a 1
p. m., Confirmacion de 2.° afio

2 6:30 p. m. a 8 p. m., Preparacion para la
Primera Comunion de 1.° ano, Padres,
Preparacion para la Primera Comunion de
2.9 afno, Confirmacién de 1.° afio

1511:30 a. m. a 1 p. m. » Confirmacion de
2.9 ano

16 6:30 p. m. a 8 p. m., Preparacion para la
Primera Comuni6n de 2.° ano,
Confirmacién de 1.° afio

22 No hay clase familiar, Dia de servicio
familiar

SE HA SUBIDO UN NUEVO CALENDARIO
a la pagina web. Por favor, descargalo en
cuanto sea posible***

Si tienes tarjetas de oracion, rosario o
cualquier otro objeto religioso, por favor
compartelo con nuestras Familias de
Formacion en la Fe. Déjalo en la oficina del
Centro Parroquial o en la seccion de correo.

Email Alice Fogarty
at stjohnpcl@gmail.com
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“It’5 a Difficult Time, Experience Does Count™

James A. Gustafson, President/Manager « NJ License #4205 "
Richard W. McCriskin I, Vice President « NJ License #4564 m m
AN Sean to visit
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Kerri-Anne Krapf, Director « NJ License #5045
Jack Cochrane, Director « NJ License #5376 mﬁ our website (
Francisco J. Rodriguez, Director « NJ License #4662 »

908-561-8000 + www.mccriskinfuneralhome.com




