SAINT JOHN THE EVANGELIST

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

%395y, 317 FIRST STREET - DUNELLEN - NEW JERSEY 08812 {44k

PARISH CENTER HOURS

Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am - 2:00 pm;
closed on Friday.

Evenings by appointment only.
Telephone: 732-968-2621
E-Mail: stjev(@vetizon.net
Web: www.stjohnsdunellen.org

Office of Faith Formation:
732-968-2621 ext: 3
stjohnpcl@gmail.com

For Pastoral Emergencies, please
call: 732-968-2621, ext. 2

PARISH REGISTRATION

All families and individuals within the
canonical bound areas of St. John the
Evangelist are invited to register by
contacting the Parish Office.

FAITH FORMATION

PASTORAL STAFF

Reverend Alphonsus Kariuki, Pastor

Reverend Roy Quesea, Weekend Assistant
Deacon Glenn Robitaille

Alice Fogarty, Parish Catechetical I eader

Mary Lou Chingery, Coordinator of Social Ministry
Cecilia Macalalad, Music Ministry

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil..........ccoccviiniiniiicicicces 5:00 pm
Sunday.......cccoevriccrnnnn. 8:30 am, 10:30 am, Noon (Spanish)
Monday - Friday.......ccccccccccccrvvnccvncnnnnee 8:00 am (Chapel)
Tuesday........oeevenivicnereeees 7:00 pm (Spanish)
Second Sunday of each month............. 3:30 pm (Kiswahili)
Holydays..........cccceunee. 8:00 am, Noon & 7:00 pm (Church)

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament takes place on
Thursday from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm in the Chapel and on the first Friday of each month
from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm in the Chapel. You ate invited to visit as your schedule permits. If
you wish to be a regulatly scheduled adorer, please contact the Parish Office. During Lent,
Adoration takes place on Friday from 8:30 am to 7:00 pm in the Chapel.

Sacrament of Baptism: The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on the first and third
Sunday of the month at 1:30 pm. Baptisms will not be performed during Lent. An
instructional Infant Baptism Class is required for parents having their child baptized and is
recommended for godparents. For more information and to register for Pre-baptism class,
please call the Parish Office.

Sacrament of Marriage: Common Policy among the Dioceses in New Jersey recommends
preparing for your wedding at least one year in advance. Please contact the Patish Office
for more information.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available every Saturday
form 4:00 - 4:45 pm in the Reconciliation Room of the Church or by appointment.

Sacrament of the Sick: Please contact the Parish Office if you are homebound and would
like to receive Holy Communion.

Sponsor Eligibility: Godpatents/Sponsor eligibility certificates are available for registered
patishioners by calling the Parish Office. Godpatrents/Sponsors must be practicing
Catholics who have received the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist and, if
married, are in a marriage recognized by the Church.

Faith Formation is available for registered parish families with children in Grades 1-8. As the Primary Catechists of their children, parents
are prepared and supported to lead their children in faith at home. Meetings are twice a month, one for parents only to prepare for
monthly activity lessons and one for parents and children to grow in community. Sacramental reception years (2nd and 8th grade) have
additional Sunday meetings to prepare for receiving First Reconciliation/Holy Communion and Confirmation. To register, or for more
information please call the Office of Faith Formation.
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MASS INTENTIONS

]

The Holy Family
of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

Monday, December 29

8:00 a.m. Parishioners of St. John’s

Tuesday, December 30

8:00 a.m. Parishioners of St. John’s
7:00 p.m. Parishioners of St. John’s

Wednesday, December 31

8:00 a.m. Mrs. Lynda England (for health &
well being ) by Monge family

Thursday, January 1

8:00 a.m. Roberto Loo & Elena Hernandez;
Artemio & Josefina Jacalan
by Manny & Lynne Jacalan

Friday, January 2

8:00 a.m. Grace Geigel (living birthday) by
Catholic Daughters Court Regina
Coeli #940

Saturday, January 3

5:00 p.m. Paul Anthony Roccia
by the Szulczewski family

Sunday, January 4

8:30 a.m. Anita Maier by Ruth Gruber

10:30 a.m. Peter Viera Santos
by Maria & Chris Rau

Noon Los nifios y nifias del mundo entero
by Anonymous

Please pray for the sick members L~
of our parish: Louis Capozzi, { \
Cathy Slootmaker, MaryAnn \
Briones, Joan Rabouin, Barry

Gittens

Padrinos de Bautismo Y Confirmacion:
La ley eclesiastica manda que los padrinos para
el bautismo y confirmacion, deben ser catdlicos
confirmados y activos en la parroquia, o sea que
asistan a la misa dominical, ayudan al
mantenimiento de la Iglesia, este casado/y por la
Iglesia; si es soltero/a no debe estar en unién
libre. Debe vivir una vida de acuerdo con las
ensefianzas de la Iglesia. Solo Podemos entregar
cartas a parroquianos que viven de acuerdo con
estas normas.

Bautismos:

Los Bautismos en espafiol son celebrados en el
segundo domingo del mes a la 1:15 PM. No se
celebran bautismos durante la Cuaresma. Para
hacer arreglos para los bautismos en espafol,
comuniquese con la oficina parroquial. Si la
secretaria no puede contestar en ese momento,
le puede dejar un mensaje con su nimero de
teléfono para llamarle luego.

Formacion Religiosa—Catecismo:

Si usted es nuevo en la parroquia y quiere
inscribir a su nifio/a en las clases de catecismo,
por favor comuniquese con la oficina parroquial.

RICA:

Adultos que deseen convertirse a la religion
catoblica o que necesiten recibir Primera
Comuni6n y o Confirmacion, deben ponerse en
contacto con la oficina de la parroquia para el
Rito de Iniciacién Cristiana de adultos

Matrimonios:

Los arreglos para la fecha de casamiento se
deben hacer un ano por anticipado, antes de
hacer los arreglos sociales. Comuniquese con la
oficina parroquial.

Ministerio de Visitar a Los Enfermos:
Comuniquese con la oficina parroquial. Si es una
emergencia (en peligro de muerte) después de
horas de oficina, llamar al nimero 732-968-
2621, ex. 2.

Confesiones en Espanol:
El padre esta dispuesto después de la misa
dominical. Por favor, communiqués con él.

Circulo de Oracion: todos los jueves se
comensara a las 6:45 pm con el Santo Rosario en
la Capilla. El dltimo jueves del mes hay una Hora
Santa a las 7:00pm.
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Sacrificial Offerings 2025
Sunday, December 21

*The collection and expense amounts for
this week were not available at the time of
publication.

Online Giving
Have you tried our new Parish online giving
system? There are three ways to give through
Tithe.ly:

*Through our website
*through our Facebook page
*using the Tithe.ly mobile giving App

When giving Tithe.ly you can donate by
credit/debit card or bank transfer. You can also
select "reoccurring gift" to automate your
regular weekly offering so that it is donated
automatically on a schedule that you choose. As
with any automated service there is a small
transaction fee for the church. You have the
option to select "cover the fee" to make this
transaction fee a part of your tax deductible
gift. If you need assistance setting up a gift or
learning how to use Tithe.ly email
stjohnpcl@gmail.com

Give the Gift of Faith
Churches are dependent upon the generosity of
others to fulfill their mission of spreading the
Good News as mandated by Christ on the day of
his Ascension. To perpetuate our church’s
mission in our area, please consider putting St.
John the Evangelist Church in your will.

Mission Statement

We the Roman Catholic Community of St.
John the Evangelist in Dunellen are
dedicated to nurturing all who gather in
faith. We offer inclusive opportunities
for worship, prayer, lifelong learning,
spiritual growth and fellowship,
embracing people from every background
as we journey together in devotion to
God.

Vision Statement

We envision a vibrant, outward-facing
parish that radiates our Catholic faith
through visible presence in the wider
community. Anchored in fellowship and
service, we aim to reflect God’s love in all
we do.

MASSES DURING
THE CHRISTMAS SEASON:

Sunday, December 28, 2025
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND
JOSEPH
Regular Mass Schedule

e

Sunday, January 4, 2026
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
Regular Mass Schedule

:\_/

Sunday, January 11, 2026
BAPTISM OF THE LORD
After this feast we start the ordinary

time of the year

2026 Casino Night

SAVE THE DATE!
St. John’s Casino Night will
t* take place on Valentine’s
I Day, Saturday, February
14, 2026. Ticket sales will begin in
January. We are currently accepting
donations of Gift Cards to be used as
prizes. You can drop them off at the office,
or put them in the basket in an envelope
marked “Casino Night donation”. If you are
interested in Sponsoring, please go to the
parish website for more details.

~ASINO NIGH'
T rUNSRAISER
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Prayers for

Our Service Members

Military Plegse'pray for the following

parishioners who are

currently serving in the Military:
U.S. Navy Reserve Lt. Michael Bartilotti
U.S. Army Pvt. Luke Harshaney
U.S. Coast Guard Lt. Cmdr. Ed Sella
U.S. Marine Mer. Cpl. Thomas Tyler Lizak
U.S. Army Pfc. Sean Parente
U.S. Marine LCpl. Dante Parente
U.S. Army 2nd Lt. Casey Wenzel
U.S. Army Spec. 4 Timothy Francisco
U.S. Marine Sgt. Stephen Wright
U.S. Navy IT2 Kenneth Millman III
U.S. Navy HM3 Rosemary Plunkett
U.S. Marine LCpl. Dylan Kolakowski
U.S. Air Force, Capt. Michael Nielsen
U.S. Marine LCpl. Daniel Hernandez
U.S. Air Force A1C Francis Reilly
If there are any other military members you
would like to be included in our prayers, please
contact the Parish Office.

Create a Franciscan at Home account

1. Search: Franciscan at Home

2. Select: ‘Partnering Dioceses’ at the top
of the screen on the home page.

3. Select: ‘Diocese of Metuchen’ from the
pull-down menu OR type in ‘Metuchen’
to launch the Landing Page for the
Diocese of Metuchen.

4. The Diocese of Metuchen’s Landing
Page will appear. Click on the blue
button with the label: “My parish or
school is already registered...”

5. A “Create a New Account” page
requesting information will appear. Fill
out the information and click on the
green “Create a New Account” button at
the bottom of the screen.

6. The “Sign up for Free through your
Institution” screen will pop up. Select
“Diocese of Metuchen” and select your
parish from the successive pull-down
menus.

7. Navigate to your Dashboard and to
begin utilizing Franciscan at Home.

Contact: Jill Kerekes,
jkerekes@diometuchen.org
732-529-7930

The Adopt a Priest Program
The “Adopt a Priest Program” is strictly a
spiritual commitment to pray and offer the
sacrifices required by one’s daily duty, to draw
down graces for a particular Priest, for the rest of
one’s life. It is a lifelong commitment. This can
be done by simply praying the “Morning
Offering” in this way: O My God, through the
Immaculate Heart of Mary and the Sacred
Heart of Jesus, I offer Thee all my
prayers, works joys and sufferings of this
day, in union with the Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass throughout the world, in
reparation for my sins, the sins of the
whole world and especially for my
adopted Priest, Father (mention
your adopted Priest’s Name). Amen.
If your priest dies, continue to pray for him. If
you should die, certainly you will not cease to
pray for him until you both meet in heaven.
Saint Therese, the Little Flower, adopted two
Missionary Priests in this way. This is very
powerful. It makes the littlest thing we do
infinitely worthwhile. To adopt a Priest or for
more information, please call Maureen Shea
732-968-0136 or 732-770-0502 cell.

El "Programa Adopta a un Sacerdote" es
estrictamente un compromiso espiritual para
orar y ofrecer los sacrificios requeridos por el
deber diario de uno, para atraer gracias para un
sacerdote en particular, por el resto de su vida.
Es un compromiso de por vida. Esto se puede
hacer simplemente rezando la "Ofrenda de la
Mafiana" de esta manera: Oh Dios mio, a
través del Inmaculado Coraz6n de Maria
y del Sagrado Corazoén de Jesis, te
ofrezco todas mis oraciones, obras,
alegrias y sufrimientos de este dia, en
union con el Santo Sacrificio de la Misa
en todo el mundo, en reparacioén por mis
pecados, los pecados de todo el mundo y
especialmente por mi Sacerdote adoptivo,
Padre (mencione el nombre de
su sacerdote adoptivo). Amén. Sisu
sacerdote muere, contintie orando por él. Si uno
muere primero, ciertamente no dejaras de orar
por él hasta que ambos se encuentren en el cielo.
Santa Teresita, la Pequena Flor, adopto dos
sacerdotes misioneros de esta manera. Esto es
muy poderoso. Hace que las pequenias cosas que
hacemos valgan infinitamente la pena. Para
adoptar un sacerdote o para obtener mas
informaci6n, llame a Maureen Shea al 732-968-
0136 o al celular 732-770-0502.
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Dedicate
yourse[ws

to tﬁan@fu(ness
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December 28, 2025
The Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary and Joseph

“And whatever you do, in word or in deed,
do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.” COLOSSIANS 3:17

Giving thanks to God and using our words
and actions to give all glory to God is the
foundation of living a stewardship lifestyle.
We were made in God’s image and likeness,
gratitude and generosity is in our DNA. As
beloved sons and daughters of God, we are
all part of God’s family. Using our gifts to
help others is our gift back to God and helps
grow the Body of Christ here on earth and
establishes a pathway to Heaven for each of
us.

2026 Diocesan Youth Day
Saturday, January 3ist, 2026 at St.
Thomas Aquinas High School in Edison, NJ.
With keynote speaker Monét Souza!

8th-12th grade teens will meet for a Holy
Spirit filled day of Holy Mass, Eucharistic
Adoration, Confessions, Live Music, Talks
from speaker Monét Souza, Food, Games
and more!

Sign up Link:
https://fundraise.givesmart.com/for
m/BriQoQ?vid=1n5epj

Consolata Missionaries
Pilgrimage Fundraiser
The Consolata Missionaries are holding a
pilgrimage trip to raise funds for the project
to provide clean water by building water
tanks for the many communities in
Uganda. All are welcome to join us for this
exciting trip!

CONSOLATA MISSIONARIES
PILGRIMAGE - DUBAI, EGYPT,
JORDAN. 13 Days Aug 16-28.

$4999

Includes Airfare from Newark Intl, Deluxe
Hotels, Guided Tours, Daily Breakfast &
Dinner, Medical Travel Insurance & more.
To reserve call / Email:

Juliet Hobson 732-439-3845
Yetjcb@icloud.com

Come Pray a

ROSARY
# LIFE

FRIDAY, JANUARY 23, 2026
AT 1:00 PM

MAIN STREET, WOODBRIDGE, NJ

IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE NATIONAL MARCH FOR LIFE

You are asked to park and meet in the
St. James Parish parking lot at 12:45 pm, 369 Amboy Ave., Woodbridge, NJ
There is a 12:10 pm daily Mass at St. James for those who wish to attend.
For more information, please contact magnese@diometuchen.org

‘%’ METUCHEN
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Retrouvaille Weekend

Stress In Your Marriage?

- Do you feel lost, alone or bored in your
marriage?

- Are you frustrated, hurt or angry with
your spouse?

- Have you thought about separation or
divorce?

Does talking about it only make it worse?
RETROUVAILLE is a Lifeline to Help
Couples Heal and Renew their Marriages
sponsored by the Office of Family Life,
Diocese of Metuchen, NJ.

RETROUVAILLE consists of a weekend
experience for married couples (no group
discussions) with four follow-up
sessions. The upcoming weekend is
January 30 — February 1, 2026. All
inquiries are confidential. For further
information, please contact Rich
Colasuonno 732-236-0671 or Annette
Colasuonno 732-672-0748 or email

3024 @helpourmarriage.org.

The Catholic Spirit

Social Media Accounts
Take us with you when you go! Please visit
The Catholic Spirit on Facebook (The
Catholic Spirit - NJ), Instagram
(@CathSpiritNJ) and X
(@CathSpiritNJ). We will keep you
updated on news from the Diocese of
Metuchen.

“No Half Saints” — A New Youth and
Young Adults Podcast!
The Diocese of Metuchen is pleased to

announce that it has launched a new
podcast entitled “No Half Saints,” hosted by
Jay Donofrio, diocesan director of the Office
of Youth and Young Adult Ministry. The
name, “No Half Saints,” comes from a St.
Thérese of Lisieux quote: “You cannot be a
half saint. You must be a whole saint or no
saint at all.”

The main goal of the podcast is to bring
people into a closer relationship with Jesus
Christ by highlighting the youth and young
adult ministry leaders throughout the
diocese. It is our hope that “No Half Saints”
will inspire faith-filled young adults to get
more involved in their parishes. Guests will
include youth and young adult ministers,
priests, religious, music ministers, speakers,
and more.

Episode one, which is now live, features
Maria Agnese, youth minister and social
ministry outreach coordinator at Our Lady
of Perpetual Help in Bernardsville. New
episodes will be released every other week
on the “No Half Saints” YouTube channel,
which can be found at
https://www.youtube.com/@NoHalfSaints.
Episodes will also be released on the
Diocesan YouTube page, which can be
found at
http://www.youtube.com/@DioceseofMetu
chen.

For more information about the “No Half
Saints” podcast, which is consecrated to the
Blessed Virgin Mary, please check out the
full-length article in the August issue of The
Catholic Spirit. Of course, if anyone has any
questions about the podcast, or would like
to suggest future guests, please contact Jay
Donofrio at jdonofrio@diometuchen.org.
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2025 — 2026
FAMILY FAITH FORMATION

January Dates 2026

4 10:30 AM Youth mass
11:30 AM to 1 PM . Year 2
Confirmation

5 6:30 PM to 8 PM -« Year 1 First
Com prep, « Monday Parents, »
Year 2 First Com prep, « Year 1
Confirmation

12 6:30 PM to 8 PM FIRST COM
RETREAT
e Year 1 First Com prep, « Year 2
First Com prep, « Year 1
Confirmation

18 11:30 AM to 1IPM -« Year 2
Confirmation

25 9:15 AM to 10 AM Family Class

***A NEW CALENDAR has been
uploaded to the website. Please
download at your earliest
convenience***

If you have prayer cards, rosary or
any other religious items, please share
with our Faith Formation Families.
Drop off at Parish Center office or
mail slot.

Email Alice Fogarty
at stjohnpcl@gmail.com

ﬂf’uf—&—

May Christ's y;aceo

wn in your hearts.
o . &

Formacion en la Fe Familiar
2025-2026

Fechas de enero 2026

4 10:30 AM Misa juvenil 11:30
AM a 13:00  Confirmacion de
20

5 6:30 PM a 8 PM . Preparacion
de Primer Curso de Primaria, ¢
Padres de lunes » Preparaciéon
de Primer Come, «
Confirmacion de Primer Ano
de Ano 1 « Confirmacion de
Primer Afio

12 6:30 PM a 8 PM PRIMER
RETIRO COM
e Preparacion para Primer
Come, » Preparacion para
Primer Primer Ano 2, ¢
Confirmacién para Primer Afio

18 11:30 AM a1 « Confirmacion
del segundo ano

25 de 9:15a 10 AM Clase Familiar

***SE HA SUBIDO UN
NUEVO CALENDARIO a .
pagina web. Por favor,
descargalo en cuanto sea
posible***

Si tienes tarjetas de oracion,
rosario o cualquier otro
objeto religioso, por favor
compartelo con nuestras
Familias de Formacion en la
Fe. Déjalo en la oficina del
Centro Parroquial o en la
seccion de correo.

Email Alice Fogarty
at stjohnpcl@gmail.com
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