PALM SUNDAY OF THE 

LORD’S PASSION

MARCH 16, 2008

      MONDAY

7:00  AM   
Dorothy Russo by Family

TUESDAY

7:00  AM     
Johnnie Tan by Juanita Brewer

WEDNESDAY

      7:00  AM    
Cliff Vail III (8th Annv.) by Mom, Dad,



Alyssa & Drew

      HOLY THURSDAY

8:00 AM      
MORNING PRAYER

7:30 PM        MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

GOOD FRIDAY

      8:00  AM    
MORNING PRAYER

      3:00 PM        MASS OF THE LORD’S PASSION

       HOLY SATURDAY

      8:00 AM        MORNING PRAYER

 7:30 PM      
Joseph Wojtach by Susan Wojtach & 

  (VIGIL)         Susan Day

     EASTER SUNDAY

 8:30  AM    
Sylvia Craig by husband, George

10:30 AM       Parishioners of St. John’s & Jose 

                        Lopez Jr.

SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS 2008

Average needed from Weekly Offerings

to cover expenses


$6,800.00

Collection, March 9, 2008
     
$3,893.75

UNDER




$2,906.25

There were no expenses paid this past week.

The DIOCESAN SPRING COLLECTION amounted to $977.45

Last week’s Children’s Collection amounted to $75.92.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GENEROSITY.

ROSARY CORNER

The Rosary is prayed every weekday following the 7 AM Mass and Novena.

     ALL ARE INVITED: 

BLOCK ROSARY:

Monday, 7:00 PM at  515 Lincoln Avenue

Wednesday, 8:00 PM at  607 Third Street

WHAT IS A BLOCK ROSARY?  Neighbors gathering in each other’s homes for a half-hour to pray the Rosary for Peace in the World, for the Local Community and for each other’s intentions.  Please consider having a Block Rosary in your home.  For more information, call Maureen Shea at 968-0136.

BLUE ARMY ROSARY CELL

Where:
511 Lincoln Ave., Dunellen

When:
Every Tuesday – 10:30 AM

All are welcome.  Bring your children & grandchildren.  For more information, call Maureen Shea at 968-0136.

ST. JOHN FOOD PANTRY

Our Food Pantry for those less fortunate is in need of the following food products: Dry pasta, tomato sauce, canned soups, canned meats, canned vegetables and canned fruit.  Thanks to all those who have been so generous in the past.

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED

Those Parents who have children Grade 4 and above who show an interest in being Altar Servers contact Mr. Peter Brannon at the Pastoral Center, 732-968-2621.

SOCIAL CONCERNS

 “DO YOU KNOW” A needy Person or Family?

Could one of your neighbors benefit from assistance with food and/or other essentials?  Please call the Pastoral Center, 968-2621, in confidence, and we will do whatever we can to help.  Please continue to bring men’s toiletries – toothbrushes, and large and medium thongs-slippers for the Ozanam Men’s Shelter – Articles may be left in the vestibule – Thanks for not forgetting the “guys”.

SPREADING THE WORD – PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION – MARCH 16, 2008

“The Lord God has given me a well-trained tongue, that I may know how to speak to the weary a word that will rouse them,” says Isaiah in today’s first reading.  The gifts God has given us are likewise given for the good of others.  How am I using my gifts?  





     (See Isaiah 50:4)

TIME, TALENT & TREASURE

fostering Stewardship as a way of life.

This week’s Stewardship of Time & Talent Salute.

Everyone benefits from the sacrificial gift one makes of his/her time, talent, and treasure, we gratefully acknowledge and salute:

The Trustees and Finance Council

Thank you again for your participation!

ST. JOHN ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

A bus trip to Bally’s/Claridge Casino & Hotel in Atlantic City is being planned for Friday, March 28th.  The bus will leave from St. John parking lot at 9:00 AM sharp and return at 7:00 PM.  The cost is $28.00 with a return of $18.00 in coin.  If interested please call Jane at 732-752-4741.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Because of the upcoming Parish Mission, there will be no Children’s Liturgy of the Word on March 9th.  Children’s Liturgy also will not be conducted on Palm Sunday, 

March 16th or  Easter Sunday, March 23rd.  For the month of March, Children’s Liturgy will be conducted on 

March 2nd and March 30th only.  Thank you.

THE FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE

The Fundraising Committee will be sponsoring the play “Were You There When They Crucified My Lord?”  It will be held Saturday, April 19th immediately following the 5 PM Mass.  Mark your calendars now for a unique experience.  Free-will donations and contributions will be greatly appreciated for this fundraiser.  For more information call Christine at 732-563-9446.

OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

GERTRUDE HAWK EASTER CANDY IS HERE. Candy is to be picked up this Sunday, March 16th in the school building after the 8:30 AM and 10:30 AM Masses.

During the week, our young people who are preparing to receive First Holy Communion will be reflecting about the Eucharist Prayer being one of remembering and giving thanks.  Join them by reflecting on what it means for you to say “Amen” or “yes” to all God’s actions and promises

DIOCESE OF METUCHEN

CHRISM MASS – CATHEDRAL OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI

On Monday, March 17th at 7:30 PM Bishop Paul G. Bootkoski will celebrate the Chrism Mass with the priests of the diocese.  At this Mass, the Bishop will bless the Holy Oils which each parish receives for the rites of anointing.  Saint Ambrose [340-397] began this custom – which we now call the Chrism Mass – in his Cathedral in Milian.  These Holy Oils, which are used to sanctify the Faithful, have been channels of holiness for centuries!  These oils are used during the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Orders and Anointing of the Sick.  At the Chrism Mass, all priests make a Renewal of Commitment to Priestly Service, recommitting themselves to their Bishop and to their ministry to God and His People.  Everyone is strongly encouraged to join in the ancient grace-filled Chrism Mass at the Cathedral of St. Francis of Assisi in Metuchen.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES, DIOCESE OF METUCHEN

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Metuchen is in need of foster Parents for the 11,000 children in New Jersey’s Foster Care System.  Children of all ages and backgrounds are in need of loving, nurturing homes.  Many of these children are innocent victims of abuse and neglect.  CALL TODAY! 1-866-247-HOME (4663).  You Can Help!!

YOU ARE INVITED!

Please join us on Wednesday, April 9th at the Pines Manor, Edison honoring Gloria Kelley and Joan H. Osvath (posthumously) in receiving the “The Theodore Cardinal McCarrick Distinguished Partner in Catholic Education Award”, and Rev. Edwin D Leahy, O.S.B. and Rev. Msgr John B. Szymanski, P.A., V.G. Emeritus for the “The Bishop Edward T. Hughes Leadership in Catholic Education Award.”  Proceeds to benefit Immaculate Conception School, Spotswood, St. James School, Woodbridge and The Foundation for Catholic Education in the Diocese of Metuchen.  Dinner tickets are $200 per person and 50/50 raffle tickets are $50 each.  To place a congratulatory ad in the commemorative journal or for more information call 732-562-2429 or visit www.diometuchen.org/development/charityevents.htm
2007 BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL – “DISCIPLES OF CHRIST....STEWARDS OF HIS GIFTS” 

GOAL

TOTAL PLEDGED
TOTAL PAID

32,100.00
          26,575.00

    25,190.00

SHORT OF GOAL   TOTAL DONORS     %PLEDGE TO 

                                                                          GOAL

6,910.00

    
185        
        
       82.79

Thank you!

THE SECOND COLLECTION FOR THIS WEEKEND MARCH 15/16 WILL OUR PARISH COLLECTION TO HELP DEFRAY THE COST OF INSURANCES & ASSESSMENTS....

ON GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 21ST OUR PARISH WILL TAKE UP THE ANNUAL GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION FOR THE HOLY LAND.  YOUR FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION HELPS SUPPORT THE STRUGGLING CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY AND TO PROTECT CHRISTIANITY’S HOLIEST PLACES PLEASE BE GENEROUS....

THE SECOND COLLECTION FOR EASTER  WEEKEND  MARCH 22/23 WILL FOR UTILITES....THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GENEROSITY....

MOUNT ST. MARY

Mount St. Mary House of Prayer, Watchung, will offer the following programs.  To register, call 908-753-2091 or 

e-mail: msmhope@att.net
PERSONAL RETREAT DAYS

Sacred Time, Sacred Space.  A quiet personal day to enjoy God’s presence.  Day begins and ends with communal prayer.  March 20th, 21st from 9:30 AM – 3:00 PM.  Bring bag lunch ($15).

WEEKEND RETREAT

An experience of personal prayer based on Scripture.  Daily spiritual direction.  Atmosphere of prayerful quiet .  Adaptable to the needs of each individual.  Registration required.  April 4-6th, begins 7 PM on opening day; concludes at 2 PM.  ($110/weekend; non-refundable deposit $25)

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS AND THE HUMAN JOURNEY

A two-part series that will focus on the experience of darkness and how it can lead to light in our journey of faith.  Wednesday, April 2nd and 9th, 7:30 – 9:30 PM OR Friday, April 18th and 25th, 9:30 – 11:30 AM ($30/series), Theresina Flannery, RSM

ST. JOHN CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

NEW AMOUNTS FOR THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN AS OF 2/15/2008:

AMOUNT PLEDGED:


$301,105.00

PLEDGE PAYMENTS:


$219,482.06

BALANCE:



$  81,622.94

DONATIONS/FUNDRAISING:

$  16,340.00

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

ST. FRANCIS CATHEDRAL

METUCHEN

COME TO ME.  COULD YOU NOT SPEND ONE HOUR?  Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration will take place at St. Francis Cathedral, Metuchen at The Lady Chapel located in the Parish Center, 45 Library Pl., Metuchen.  All are welcome.  Please call Sam and Elaine Convery 732-222-9221 for further information.

PLEASE NOTE:  THERE WILL BE NO CONFESSIONS HEARD DURING HOLY WEEK.

HOLY THURSDAY – MORNING PRAYER SERVICE

8:00 AM (CHAPEL)....

MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER – 7:30 PM,

ADORATION UNTIL 11 PM (CHURCH)

GOOD FRIDAY – MORNING PRAYER SERVICE

8:00 AM (CHAPEL)....

SOLEMN PASSION OF THE LORD – 3: 00 PM

(CHURCH)....

STATIONS OF THE CROSS – 7:30 PM (CHURCH)

HOLY SATURDAY – MORNING PRAYER SERVICE 

8:00 AM (CHAPEL)...

BLESSING OF FOOD – 11:00 AM (AUDITORIUM)...

EASTER VIGIL MASS – 7:30 PM (CHURCH)

EASTER SUNDAY – 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM MASSES (CHURCH)

The following people are presently serving in the United States Military:

Private Jackelyn McCann, Lieutenant Elizabeth Kuhl, Specialist Dennis Bibby and Lieutenant Gregory Luttman in the United States Army; Airman Sean Bibby in the United States Navy...Please keep them in your prayers as well as all our men and women who are serving our country...

If you know of a parishioner or family member of a parishioner who is currently serving in our Armed Forces please contact the Parish Center...

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS

COURT REGINA COELI #940

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Court Regina Coeli #940 is proud to present our 35th Spring Fashion Show Extravaganza & Luncheon to be held on Sunday, April 13th at 12:00 NOON.  The Fashion Show/Luncheon will take place at the Redwood Inn, Bridgewater.  Fashions will be displayed by the Coldwater Creek Store, Bridgewater.  The tickets are $35.00/person.  R.S.V.P. BY April 4th.  For more information and tickets please call Charlotte Nieliwocki  at 732-968-6223.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

The Knights of Columbus will be holding their annual Fish Fry every Friday during Lent at the Council Home, 647 Grove St., Dunellen.  Dinner will be served from 5 PM to 8 PM  and consist of English-style Fish and chips.  The cost is $8 for adults and $5 for children ages 5 through 12. 

Children under 5 are free.  

SHEENAN 75TH YEAR 

CELEBRATION

You are cordially invited to join Sheenan Funeral Home in  celebrating their 75th year of service to the community.  On Sunday, March 30th at  8:30 AM there will be a Memorial Mass for all Deceased Members of St. John the Evangelist Parish, Dunellen.  Please join us then for a champagne reception from 1:00 to 3:00 PM at the Annex on 131 North Washington Ave., Dunellen.

