THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 16, 2007

      MONDAY 

7:00  AM   
William Benwell by Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Malanga

TUESDAY

7:00  AM     
Frances DeSimone by Mary Ann & Michael D’Arco

WEDNESDAY

      7:00  AM    
Jerry Ulmes (4th Annv. ) by wife, Peggy

THURSDAY 

7:00 AM      
Eugene Daley by the Johnson Family

FRIDAY

      7:00  AM    
John T. McCann by the McCann & 



Olsommer Families

       SATURDAY

5:00  PM    
Catherine Price by husband, John 

(VIGIL)


     SUNDAY

 8:30  AM    
Parishioners of St. John’s & Alfredo Cruz

10:30 AM      
Noel P. & Mary Orane by Daughter & Family

SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS 2007

Average needed from Weekly Offerings

to cover expenses


$6,800.00

Collection, December 9, 2007

$4,814.40

UNDER




$1,985.60  

The following are some expenses paid this past week:

          Administrative Expenses-Payroll
$4,888.00

          Religious & Other Supplies

$   136.00

          Utilities



$2,305.00

          Maintenance


$   100.00

Last week’s Children’s Collection amounted to $128.31.

ROSARY CORNER

The Rosary is prayed every weekday following the 7 AM Mass and Novena.

     ALL ARE INVITED: 

BLOCK ROSARY:

Monday, 7:00 PM at  515 Lincoln Avenue

Wednesday, 8:00 PM at  607 Third Street

WHAT IS A BLOCK ROSARY?  Neighbors gathering in each other’s homes for a half-hour to pray the Rosary for Peace in the World, for the Local Community and for each other’s intentions.  Please consider having a Block Rosary in your home.  For more information, call Maureen Shea at 968-0136.

BLUE ARMY ROSARY CELL

Where:
511 Lincoln Ave., Dunellen

When:
Every Tuesday – 10:30 AM

All are welcome.  Bring your children & grandchildren.  For more information, call Maureen Shea at 968-0136.

ST. JOHN FOOD PANTRY

Our Food Pantry for those less fortunate is in need of the following food products: Dry pasta, tomato sauce, canned soups, canned meats, canned vegetables and canned fruit.  Thanks to all those who have been so generous in the past.

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED

Those Parents who have children Grade 4 and above who show an interest in being Altar Servers contact Mr. Peter Brannon at the Pastoral Center, 732-968-2621.



FROM THE LYONS DEN

     Prominently displayed in our Sanctuary area this Advent Season is the Jesse Tree.

    This symbol tells the story of the people and events that led up to the birth of Jesus.

     The idea for this “tree” comes from the prophet Isaiah – “A shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse.”  This “shoot” is to be a leader filled with God’s Spirit.

    The following symbols and their significance can be found on the Jesse Tree:

  1.  An Apple - Adam and Eve, Genesis 9:15-17.

  2.  An Altar of Sacrifice - Abraham, Genesis 12:2,  

       22:12. 

  3.  A Ladder - Jacob, Genesis 28:12, 15.

  4.  A Lion - Judah, Genesis 49:8, 10.

  5.  A Coat - Joseph, Genesis 37:23-24.

  6.  Wheat Tied In A Bundle - Ruth, Ruth 2:12.

  7.  A Burning Bush - Moses, Exodus 3:10, 16:4, 

        20:2-3.

  8.  A Budding Flower - Isaiah 11:1, I Samuel 16:1.

  9.  A Lyre - King David, 2 Samuel 7-12.

10.  A Lamb/Shell - John the Baptist, Luke 1:76-77.

11.  A T-Square/Saw - St. Joseph, Husband of Mary,

   Matthew 1:20.

SOCIAL CONCERNS

 “DO YOU KNOW” A needy Person or Family?

Could one of your neighbors benefit from assistance with food and/or other essentials?  Please call the Pastoral Center, 968-2621, in confidence, and we will do whatever we can to help.  Please continue to bring men’s toiletries – toothbrushes, and large and medium thongs-slippers for the Ozanam Men’s Shelter – Articles may be left in the vestibule – Thanks for not forgetting the “guys”.

ST.  JOHN CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNER

Monday, December 10th,  Bob Levens $100.00

Congratulations to our winner!

Extra calendars may be obtained at the Parish Center or by contacting Joanna Kelly at (732) 968-4324.

ART & ENVIRONMENT

The Art & Environment Committee will gather after 

10:30 AM Mass on December 23rd to decorate the church for the Christmas season.  All are invited to help.  Thanks for your acts of stewardship.

ST. JOHN CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE

NEW AMOUNTS FOR THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN AS OF 11/15/2007:

AMOUNT PLEDGED:

$301,105.00

PLEDGE PAYMENTS:

$202,939.54

BALANCE:


$  98,165.46

DONATIONS/FUNDRAISING
$  16,140.00

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

SPREADING THE WORD –THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT – DECEMBER 16, 2007

Each of us has his or her own role to play in the coming of the kingdom of God.  John the Baptist was called to be the herald of the Messiah, preparing the way of the Lord.  To what is the Lord calling me?

STEWARDSHIP

WANTED!  ASSISTANCE & GENEROSITY

Your help is needed in order to get St. John Church ready for Christmas.  Pews will be cleaned on Thursday, December 20th at 10 AM in the church.  If you are interested in supporting this outreach please call Anne North at 732-968-0711.

TIME, TALENT & TREASURE

fostering Stewardship as a way of life

This week’s Stewardship of Time & Talent Salute.

Everyone benefits from the sacrificial gift one makes of his/her time, talent, and treasure, we gratefully acknowledge and salute:

Karen Marble, our Sacristan 

Thank you again for your participation!

DIOCESE OF METUCHEN

2007 BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL – “DISCIPLES OF CHRIST....STEWARDS OF HIS GIFTS” 

     As the celebration of the birth of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ rapidly approaches we are grateful to God for the many gifts He has shared with us.  Through baptism we are called to discipleship.  The way we exhibit our discipleship is by sharing His Gifts of time, talent and treasure with others.  One important way to do this is through your support of the Bishop’s Annual Appeal which provides funding to more than twenty-five diocesan ministries.  Please be as generous as your means allow.  Gifts paid during this calendar year are tax deductible on your 2007 income tax return.

     Please remember St. John Parish needs to achieve 85% of our goal which amounts to $27,285.00 in order not to take money from our savings to complete our parish’s responsibility to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.

GOAL

TOTAL PLEDGED
TOTAL PAID

32,100.00
          23,520.00

    18,822.00

SHORT OF GOAL   TOTAL DONORS     %PLEDGE TO 

                                                                          GOAL


12,278.00

    167
        
        73.27

Thank you!

CATHOLIC CHARITIES, DIOCESE OF METUCHEN

It’s All About Families...Children Grow Best In Families...11, 200 children in New Jersey this Christmas will be without their families wishing they could be in a loving safe place.  Catholic Charities, Diocese of Metuchen is in need of homes to keep kids feeling safe and loved not only at Christmas but throughout the year.  Children of all ages and backgrounds are in need of loving, nurturing homes.  Call Today!  1-866-247-HOME (4663).  

CATHOLIC FAITH-SHARING SUPPORT GROUP FOR GAYS AND LESBIANS

This parish-based group is open to Catholics and people of all denominations as a follow-up to:  issues raised in our diocesan Synod, inquiries made at the parish, and offers to help organize such a group.  Discussion, prayer, support and faith-sharing will be modeled after “Always Our Children” support groups, based on the U.S. Catholic Bishops Pastoral (1997).  Meetings will be the 2nd Wednesdays of each month in The Annex at Sacred Heart Church, South Plainfield from 7:30-9 PM.  This group welcomes gay and lesbian adults 21+ and parents & friends of gays and lesbians.  Confidentially assured.  This is not a therapy counseling or advocacy group.  

Rev. John Alvarado and Sr.  Kathleen Rooney, SSJ will be the spiritual moderators, though will not necessarily be at every meeting.  For information contact Bruce at 908-755-2072.  For directions to the church see www.churchofthesacredheart.net
MOUNT ST. MARY

Mount St. Mary House of Prayer, Watchung, will offer the following programs.  To register, call 908-753-2091 or 

e-mail: msmhope@att.net
YEAR-END DAY OF PRAYER

A personal quiet day to reflect on the past year.  Day begins with communal prayer; labyrinth available in Mercy Hall.  Monday, December 31st, 9:30 AM-3 PM.  Bring bag lunch. (Free-will offering)

THE SECOND COLLECTION FOR THIS WEEKEND DECEMBER 15/16 WILL BE FOR BUILDINGS & MAINTENANCE....THE SECOND COLLECTION FOR NEXT WEEKEND DECEMBER 22/23 WILL BE FOR TUITION ASSISTANCE TO HELP US MEET OUR OBLIGATION TO THOSE FAMILIES WHO SEND THEIR CHILDREN TO CATHOLIC SCHOOLS.  THE DIOCESE ASSESSES EACH PARISH THAT DOES NOT HAVE A SCHOOL TO AID THOSE PARISHIONERS WHO OPT TO SEND THEIR CHILDREN TO CATHOLIC SCHOOL WITHIN THE DIOCESE....

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GENEROSITY....

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Volunteers are needed to assist our residents in coming to Mass and other activities here at McCarrick Care Center. Your help is greatly needed any day (Sunday-Thursday from 10:30-12:15 PM).   Please call Fr. Tom Ganley at 732-545-4200 x 120 or Angie Tirso (Activity Director) at x137 if you want to help at other hours of the day.  Thank  You and May God Bless You.

PREGNANCY RESOURCES

There are many resources available to assist women who may need help during an unplanned pregnancy.  Whether the need is emotional, spiritual, financial or medical there is help available.  This information might save some lives.  This is a partial resource list.  Services are free and confidential.  

Action Pregnancy
Life Choices Resource Center

77 Paterson St.

503 Main St.

New Brunswick, NJ
Metuchen, NJ

732-828-1166

732-516-0911

Pregnancy Aid & Information Center

4 E. Main St.

Raritan, NJ

908-526-8121

The Pro-Life Office, Diocese of Metuchen

732-562-1990 ext. 1629 or 1543 or visit www.pregnancycenters.org
RELIGIOUS PILGRIMAGE

ASSISI, ITALY

A Religious Pilgrimage to Assisi, Italy from July 5-15. 

Travel  9 glorious days to the city of St. Francis.  Masses at the Basilica of St. Francis celebrated by Msgr. Paul Bochicchio, Spiritual Director plus excursions to Florence & Orvieto, Siena.  Sightseeing in Rome for 3 days.  Mass at the Vatican with Papal Audience and attend concerts at The Assisi Music Festival.  This pilgrimage is sponsored by the Assisi Music Festival and is open to all Catholics and non-Catholics.   For more information contact Gregory Scime 908-277-1145 or e-mail assisifestival@yahoo.com
