THIRTIETH-THIRD SUNDAY 


IN ORDINARY TIME








NOVEMBER 18, 2007


























      MONDAY 





7:00  AM   	Vernon Corby by Wife & Family


		





TUESDAY


                     	 


7:00  AM     	Helen Bublavik by St. John Altar Rosary Prayer Group








WEDNESDAY





      7:00  AM    	William Benwell by the Staff of St. John’s








THURSDAY -THANKSGIVING DAY





9:00 AM      	Kathleen Callahan by Family





                        


FRIDAY





      7:00  AM    	               NO MASS


		





       SATURDAY





5:00  PM    	Daniel Cooper (1st Annv.) by Marion & 


(VIGIL)	Patricia Gilroy








     SUNDAY





 8:30  AM    	Parishioners of St. John’s & Mario 


		Criscuolo





10:30 AM      	Stanley Meyers by Wife & Family














SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS 2007





PLEASE NOTE NEW AMOUNT:


Average needed from Weekly Offerings


to cover expenses			$6,800.00


Collection, November 11, 2007		$4,859.26





UNDER					$1,940.74





The following are some expenses paid this past week:





 	Administrative Expenses		$4,772.00


Maintenance & Repair		$   750.00


Medical Insurance		$2,203.00


Supplies			$   425.00





Last week’s Children’s Collection amounted to $92.37.








ROSARY CORNER





The Rosary is prayed every weekday following the 7 AM Mass and Novena.





     ALL ARE INVITED: 


BLOCK ROSARY:





Monday, 7:00 PM at  515 Lincoln Avenue


Wednesday, 8:00 PM at  607 Third Street





WHAT IS A BLOCK ROSARY?  Neighbors gathering in each other’s homes for a half-hour to pray the Rosary for Peace in the World, for the Local Community and for each other’s intentions.  Please consider having a Block Rosary in your home.  For more information, call Maureen Shea at 968-0136.





BLUE ARMY ROSARY CELL





Where:	511 Lincoln Ave., Dunellen


When:	Every Tuesday – 10:30 AM


All are welcome.  Bring your children & grandchildren.  For more information, call Maureen Shea at 968-0136.








ST. JOHN FOOD PANTRY





Our Food Pantry for those less fortunate is in need of the following food products: Dry pasta, tomato sauce, canned soups, canned meats, canned vegetables and canned fruit.  Thanks to all those who have been so generous in the past.

















FROM THE LYONS DEN





     On behalf of Fr. Krystian, Deacon Mike, the staff and myself, I would like to take this opportunity to wish all our parish family and their loved ones a Happy Thanksgiving....


     We are grateful to every family that has made a gift to this year’s Appeal.  Our parish has pledged $18,060.00 for the 2007 Appeal.  If you have not yet made your gift or pledge, please do so now.  Your gift will help provide the on-going spiritual and professional development of teachers, principals and catechists.  Every gift or pledge is important to the success of this Appeal. 


     Please remember St. John Parish needs to achieve 85% of our goal which amounts to $27,285.00 in order not to take money from our savings to complete our parish’s responsibility to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.


        








SOCIAL CONCERNS





 “DO YOU KNOW” A needy Person or Family?


Could one of your neighbors benefit from assistance with food and/or other essentials?  Please call the Pastoral Center, 968-2621, in confidence, and we will do whatever we can to help.  Please continue to bring men’s toiletries – toothbrushes, and large and medium thongs-slippers for the Ozanam Men’s Shelter – Articles may be left in the vestibule – Thanks for not forgetting the “guys”.








ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED





Those Parents who have children Grade 4 and above who show an interest in being Altar Servers contact Mr. Peter Brannon at the Pastoral Center, 732-968-2621.








SPREADING THE WORD – THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME –NOVEMBER 18, 2007


Today’s readings paint a somewhat frightening picture of the end of time.  But the gospel ends with assurance to faithful stewards that those who persevere will be saved.
































Through the saving waters of Baptism, we welcome the following children who have begun their initiation into the Roman Catholic community of St. John the Evangelist:





Michael Cameron Kolakowski, Aiden Corey Wallace, Jarred Joseph O’Neill, Nicholas Raymond Antonucci, Maximilian Christopher Eder, Sean Patrick Fagan, Valerie Moleski, Maria Grace Stein, Mark Robert Stein, Olivia Marie Trotta and Cash Posluszny.





We remember these children, their parents and their godparents in our prayers as they have begun their journey toward full communion in the Roman Catholic Church.























THANKSGIVING





Help us fill our Thanksgiving Baskets for families needing our help...See suggestions posted in vestibule for food items needed.  Items must be returned to Church or Parish Center no later than the weekend of November 17th & 18th.








OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION





During the week, our young people who are preparing to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time will be reflecting on sorrow for sin and confession.  Join them by reflecting on the actions and patterns in your life that distance you from a deeper relationship with Jesus and the Church.  Pray to the Holy Spirit to awaken sorrow and contrition in you.








DIOCESE OF METUCHEN





2007 BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL – “DISCIPLES OF CHRIST....STEWARDS OF HIS GIFTS”





When the Son of Man comes in glory, may we be


 among those who have fed the hungry, welcomed


 the stranger, and clothed the naked.  For Jesus tells


 us clearly, that it is those who have demonstrated 


good stewardship by sharing their gifts 


with others who will inherit the Kingdom.








GOAL		TOTAL PLEDGED	TOTAL PAID





32,100.00	          19,785.00		    16,162.00





SHORT OF GOAL   TOTAL DONORS     %PLEDGE TO 


                                                                          GOAL	


15,938.00		    134	        	        61.64





Thank you!


 





ST.  JOHN CALENDAR RAFFLE WINNER





Monday, November 12th, Mary Duhamel $50.00


Congratulations to our winner!


Extra calendars may be obtained at the Parish Center or by contacting Joanna Kelly at (732) 968-4324.








MOUNT ST. MARY





Mount St. Mary House of Prayer, Watchung, will offer the following programs.  To register, call 908-753-2091 or 


e-mail: msmhope@att.net





WELCOMING THE STRANGER: The Christian Response to Immigration


Come for prayerful reflection and a lively discussion on a topic of a great import.   November 13th, 20th & 27th, 7:30 –9:30 PM (Free-will offering).  Catherine Darcy, RSM & Eileen Smith, RSM.


WELCOMING CHRIST ANEW – Advent Afternoon of Recollection, - Exploring the biblical theme of hospitality as a way of preparing for Christmas; includes  presentations, prayer sharing, Mass at 4 PM.  Saturday, December 1st, 1:30-5:00 PM ($20).  Dr. Judith Schubert, RSM








THE SECOND COLLECTION FOR THIS WEEKEND NOVEMBER 17/18 WILL BE FOR BUILDINGS & MAINTENANCE....THE SECOND COLLECTION FOR NEXT WEEKEND WILL BE OUR PARISH COLLECTION TO HELP DEFRAY THE COST OF OUR INSURANCES & ASSESSMENTS....THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GENEROSITY....








SACRED HEART CHURCH





Sacred Heart Church proudly presents the Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea on Sunday, November 25th at 3 PM in Sacred Heart Church, 149 South Plainfield Ave., South Plainfield.  The Reverend Alphonse Stephenson will be the conductor.  General admission is $25, seniors and students $20.  for ticket information please call 908-756-0633, ext. 10, 908-755-6416, 732-549-9633 or 908-561-5917.


CHURCH OF THE 


IMMACULATE CONCEPTION





Come join us at Immaculate Conception Auditorium, Manalapan Rd., Spotswood on Saturday, November 24 from 9 AM- 4 PM and Sunday, November 25 from 10 AM-4 PM.  Browse through the 75 crafters displaying and selling quality crafts.  Come and have breakfast or stay for lunch as you shop!  Admission is $2.00 for adults and children under 12 are free.  No baby strollers please.  For more information, call 732-251-5366.








ST. JOHN CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE





NEW AMOUNTS FOR THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN AS 


OF 10/17/2007:





AMOUNT PLEDGED:			$301,405.00


PLEDGE PAYMENTS:			$196,342.54


BALANCE:				$105,062.46


DONATIONS/FUNDRAISING		$  15,140.00


THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!








SHEENAN FUNERAL HOME





Thomas E. Sheenan and the staff of the Sheenan Funeral Home of Dunellen, invite you to join us as we remember our loved ones during this holiday season.  We will be holding our Holiday Memorial Ceremony on Sunday, December 2nd from 12:30-2:00 PM at the Sheenan Funeral Home, 233 Dunellen Ave., Dunellen.  The tribute is open to everyone.  There is no charge for your participation in this memorial.  Our hope is that this may be a gift of healing and hope to you during the holidays.  Please reserve your place or places by calling 732-968-4227.








DUNELLEN HIGH SCHOOL 


PROJECT GRADUATION





BREAKFAST WITH SANTA sponsored by Project Graduation Class of 2008.  The breakfast will take place at John P. Faber School, High & Lehigh Sts., Dunellen.  Individual advanced tickets-$5,  at-the-door-$6,  family pack of 4-$18.  To reserve your tickets please call 732-968-3425.








2008 ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT EITHER THE DOLLAR PLANET STORE IN MIDDLESEX (NEAR ACME) OR AT THE PASTORAL CENTER.  THE COST IS $25.00.  THE BOOK MAKES A WONDERFUL BIRTHDAY OR CHRISTMAS GIFT.....
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Dear Parishioners,





Attached is our Parish Financial Report for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2007.





I urge you to take a few moments to absorb some of the facts shown in the report and in the attached notes and projections.





Primarily –





We had to pay out $43,441 more than we took in this past year.  The excess was paid from savings.


This depleted our savings to $185,376 as of June 30, 2007.


Continued losses of this magnitude will completely deplete our Church savings in approximately four years.


Unfortunately, projections for the current year and for the near future indicate similar losses unless we can increase our weekend collections which represent 76% of our income.


None of this affects our Handicap Access Fund which is set aside as restricted use funds.





I have worked with our financial board and our accountant in an effort to reduce controllable expense as much as possible – for example, all of our Church staff are now part-time employees.  However, a great deal of our expenses are not controllable –





Heating and air-conditioning costs continue to rise as you all know too well;


Property insurance rates negotiated on a Diocesan level increase annually;


Diocesan Assessments and obligatory parochial school subsidies escalate each year.





We are attempting to increase our revenue through fundraising and minor fees but the main source of our revenue and of most churches’ revenue has to be reliance on weekend collections.





I ask you therefore to consider increasing your weekly contribution to your Church.  The projections on the attached report indicate we currently need about $1,700 per week additional income this year with inflation increases thereafter.





If everyone, family or individuals, was willing to increase the weekly offering, the additional amounts would be minor.  For example, if 340 parishioners increased their offering by $5.00 per week, the shortfall would be covered.  





Obviously, there are those on a fixed income or otherwise financially challenged who would not be able to increase their offering, so not all may be able to help.  But an increase of $5.00 or more for those who can do so, would be greatly appreciated.





I urge you to do what you can to help out.  We must meet our normal operating expenses with current income and reserve our savings for unforeseen expenses which tend to become more frequent with aging buildings.





God bless you all for all you do and have done for St. John’s.








�
St. John the Evangelist Church


Parish Calendar





November 1, 2007


All Saints – Holy Day of Obligation





November 4, 2007


31st Sunday in Ordinary Time





November 11, 2007


32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time





November 18, 2007


33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time





November 25, 2007


34th Sunday in Ordinary Time





Upcoming Parish Events


November 4, 2007


Trip to NYC for WICKED





November 16, 2007


Atlantic City Bus Trip – Bally's Claridge Casino





November 17, 2007


Parish Blood Drive – Knights of Columbus





PLEASE CONTACT CARROLL MILLS (732-968-4512) TO HAVE THE CALENDAR UPDATED TO INCLUDE ADDITIONAL PARISH EVENTS.


�



